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“Double, double toil and trouble; Fire burn, and cauldron bubble…”[endnoteRef:1] [1:  The famous and oft-misquoted line from the witches’ scene in Shakespeare’s Macbeth, Act IV, Scene 1. ] 
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Greetings Everyone!
And Happy Halloween! Most readers will be familiar with the opening line of this letter. It is fitting for the season that is upon us. It was spoken by three witches in a 17th-century classic of English literature. You may have heard of the author of said work. It was a tragic drama about political intrigue, the quest for power and what happens when people try to go too far in pursuit of fame, wealth and power. We will come back to it and touch upon it in various points in this letter, with a summation at the end. For now, though, we start with news from the home front.
Halloween is like a passing thought here in Italy. As I may have mentioned in past letters, the city hosts a rite of passage for the little witches, ghosts, goblins, superheroes and their parents in the main part of the city. Doing so ensures the safety of the little ones. We won’t talk about what they used to do to witches (otherwise known as wise women) in days of yore across Europe. But I digress. The owners of the shops along the assigned route participate with great enthusiasm. Some of them dress up in costume as well. And probably this weekend, we will have the traditional jack-o’-lantern training sessions in one of the local squares. There will also be ad hoc workshops on how to produce the best Halloween costume. It is all great fun. 
In the local Chinese equivalent to Dollar General stores in the US here in our fair city, a few weeks before Halloween takes place one begins to see all the Halloween decorations adorning the shelves, along with Christmas decorations. My wife adorns the house with Halloween decorations every year. We have ghosts on our back gate, which serve to scare away would-be mischief makers (a.k.a. thieves) And aroused the curiosity of the children and admiration of parents who pass by. I hear the appearance iof Christmas decorations in the Halloween season is much the same in the US now. Soon we will begin to see Christmas decorations in August. I jest, of course, but every year thoughts of Christmas – the commercial side of it – begin to appear earlier and earlier. Within a few weeks here at the house we will be celebrating the American Thanksgiving lunch with the few Americans we know living here in Rovereto. Thanksgiving is something about which Italians know very little. But we like it.
In other news from the home front, we recently had a spectacle on national television. You may have heard about it. There was a debate that was staged, ‘staged’ probably being the operative word, between a world renowned economist name of Jeffrey Sachs and one of the lesser-known Italian politicians. The debate – and I use the word sarcastically – was regarding the special military operation in Ukraine. It was an embarrassment for Italy. Jeffrey Sachs outlined his view on the conflict in Ukraine, its causes and so forth, upon which this politician denied everything that Sachs was saying and outright called him a liar. Sachs was shocked, being used to actually debating instead of being shouted down by an obviously ignorant politico, the latter who we might add associates with reactionary groups and figures. Jeffrey Sachs was present in Ukraine when the 2014 coup occurred. He has appeared widely in independent media giving his experiences as an economist and diplomat, starting with the 1989 revolutions in Europe, the westernization of the economies of Eastern Europe and his experiences at the hands of the US State Department when he tried to bring the Russian Federation into the Western fold. He was told at the time that that just wasn’t going to happen. We see the results today. That aside, Sachs had first-hand wide experience in such matters, and to be called a liar on national television by a man who has obviously no such experience can hardly be called a debate. But this is very typical of officials in Europe who accept the influence of Russo-phobic Ukrainians and feel they must double down on the Washington narrative about Ukraine. We will come back to that one as well.
The experience just outlined between Jeffrey Sachs and this politician illustrates the manipulation of public perception and beliefs by the majority of Western political establishments – an act of deception that will come to bite back hard on its purveyors. The politician went on to attempt to justify his ignorance. He and “the misery of Italian political debate” were called out in Italian media. Such acts of deception bring us to our current theme, the sign Scorpio, which in its lower manifestation expresses the esoteric motto: “Let maya flourish and deception rule.”[endnoteRef:2] As we have been examining in recent letters, humanity at large is engaged in a great battle – a battle for the truth, a battle for liberation, a battle for true spiritual values to prevail over darkness and deception. And so the battle rages. We have a few more years yet of such struggle, but it is becoming apparent that as humanity we have turned a corner, and little as it may seem we are emerging from said darkness as one by one the old narratives we have been told begin to collapse. When the smoke and dust have settled from the conflicts we see raging at the moment, we will as humanity be able to express the higher aspect of Scorpio, which motto reads: “Warrior I am, and from the battle I emerge triumphant.”[endnoteRef:3] Humanity is intimately connected with the sign Scorpio, and with these points in mind we move on to our consideration of that sign, which is so important to our spiritual evolution. [2:  Bailey, Alice A., A Treatise on White Magic, (1934) New York, NY, Lucis Pubs. p. 442]  [3:  Op cit, p.443] 

[bookmark: _Toc212816717]Scorpio: The keynote of Scorpio is that of struggle, expressed through the fourth Ray, that of harmony through conflict.[endnoteRef:4] It is a conflict that brings one en rapport with one’s higher Self once the battle is won. The personality as the warrior, striving for light and liberation, is ruled by Mars,[endnoteRef:5] both in the orthodoxy and esoterically. The end result, when the warrior emerges triumphant, begins the Mercury phase of Scorpio, wherein there is rapid and uninterrupted interplay between the personality and the higher Self.[endnoteRef:6] There are said to be four of the zodiacal signs which are mysteriously concerned with what we might call the personality expression of the Lord of our solar system. Those four signs are Aries, Leo, Scorpio and Aquarius.[endnoteRef:7] Scorpio is related to the Dog Star, Sirius.[endnoteRef:8] That star is the center of the system toward which the mass of our humanity here on earth will eventually pass.[endnoteRef:9] But that lies far into the future. It will happen probably millions of years into the future if that means anything to us. That aside, Scorpio governs the path of discipleship.[endnoteRef:10] [4:  Bailey, Esoteric Astrology, p. 86]  [5:  Ibid, p. 210]  [6:  Ibid, p. 68, Tabulation VI]  [7:  Ibid, p. 193]  [8:  Ibid, p 194]  [9:  Bailey, Initiation, Human and Solar, p. 188]  [10:  Bailey, Esoteric Astrology, p. 195] 

Sirius is said to be the great star of initiation,[endnoteRef:11] the process of which results in our vastly increased sensitivity to higher impressions and – as in all the energies involved with our planet, energies coming in from other planets and solar systems, sensitivity to all sentient life on this planet and beyond, etc. These energies play upon us constantly, a fact about which we are basically unaware. For instance, we have a a largely undeveloped sensitivity regarding domestic animals and a somewhat evolved sense of telepathy with them. But we know next to nothing about their consciousness, as in the depth of their perception, what they feel at any given moment, how they interact psychically with other animals, etc. True, we have scientific knowledge about animal behavior, but that does not constitute a sensitivity to their actual consciousness. We see their forms, we see their behaviors, but we do not necessarily know why they behave in certain manners. The same is true of our own higher nature, which is beyond our personality and brain consciousness. We experience other realities during the hours of sleep and after death. We have no recollection of what we do during the hours of sleep except for fleeting instances. After death, our consciousness is greatly expanded because we are no longer bound by the dense matter of our physical bodies, which blinds us to the higher realities. And herein lies the clue about the lower esoteric motto of Scorpio, because life through a physical body, unless we are highly developed and have undergone initiation, places us squarely in the realm of maya. [11:  Ibid, p. 197] 

It is said of Scorpio that the lower aspect can be represented by the nine-headed Hydra.[endnoteRef:12] These nine heads are grouped into threes, with the three groups being maya, glamour and illusion. With this grouping we have the tests in the Scorpio which are in reality nine tests each symbolized by the nine-headed Hydra or serpent.  The three groups of the nine heads and total are represented in the three decanates of Scorpio.[endnoteRef:13] This said, it is possible that a person will pass into the sign Scorpio nine times for one each of those tests. It is not necessarily so that a person may do, depending on their orientation and awareness. But the three groups relate to the physical (maya) astral (glamour) and illusion (lower mental) planes – the planes of the personality. The three tests in Scorpio are also related to three stages in the overall Scorpio experience. The first is to reorient itself to the life of the soul. The second is to demonstrate readiness for initiation, with the final being to demonstrate sensitivity to the spiritual Plan for our planet and thus become a one pointed disciple in Sagittarius. Scorpio is said to carry the tests right down into the physical plane life[endnoteRef:14] meaning the results and victories over these tests are experienced in our waking consciousness. At that point, with victory the life of a person is said to be carried up into heaven and herein is clue: the test is solved by the use of the reasoning mind. Once the mind is organized and focused it becomes possible to complete the building of the antahkarana and ensure interplay between the soul and the personality. [12:  Ibid, p. 204]  [13:  Op cit, p. 203]  [14:  Ibid, p. 204] 

The three tests on the physical plane, relating to maya, are those of sexuality, physical comfort and money as a kind of concretize energy. Those of the astral plane are subtler nature but they produce effects upon the physical plane. They are not inherent in the animal nature but are imposed by the desire nature and are listed as being fear hatred and ambition or desire for power. And lastly, thirdly there are the tests of the lower critical mind which are pride, the sense of separateness and cruelty.[endnoteRef:15] The worst kind of cruelty is not of a physical nature but is more mental and character. When these tests are overcome they result in the establishment of correct relations with one soul and also with the environment. These two results are the goal of all tests Scorpio. Thereby the keynotes of the sign are therefore test, trial and triumph.[endnoteRef:16]  [15:  Ibid, pp. 205, 206]  [16:  Ibid, p. 206] 

In these days we have seen, recapitulated for us in Palestine, the extreme cruelty of human nature that can be exhibited against another group of human beings. Past generations saw this sort of cruelty in World War II most notoriously in Germany and Japan and to a lesser extent in Italy. But cruelty is not isolated to any one group. It exists across human existence. The worst kind of cruelty is that which says or causes a person to believe that they are beneath, not worthy of advancement or even simple respect. That type of cruelty can lead to all the other types across the personal spectrum. There again, it is not correct to isolate our current examples of human cruelty to Palestine. It also exists in many places – in Africa, by the Banderites in Ukraine – indeed, by any group or any person who sees himself as superior and the target group or person as less than or evil. There, too, it is incumbent upon us to realize that people who exhibit such cruelty and sense of superiority are very often born into societies that condition them to believe that way. The conditioning does not excuse the behavior, but it is upon those of us who have more understanding to realize what is taking place. This is mentioned here primarily for the future, once the current battles have been decided, enabling healing and rebuilding to take place.
As human beings we are blinded at each stage by the nine heads of the Hydra, as it were. In Buddhism these factors are called the obscurations to omniscience. With the successful battle against each one, as our warrior spirit prevails, with our consciousness being also likewise expanded, we come to a fuller understanding of our true state of existence. We become able to love more fully. And with each of the nine tests, there is a common element: to bend the knee in humility, realizing that we are all one and the same. This sense of humility is exactly what is meant by the biblical passage that the meek shall inherit the earth. Really, what these tests are about involves our past, our karma – sometimes ancient, sometimes recent. At each test, we overcome an appropriated sense of selfishness which the test entails. On the physical plane we are looking at the love of money for our sake, and for the appropriation of things. Sex can be seen as a quest for an object of satisfaction. To be a sex object is not in reality a good place to be, for example. At the emotional level fear keeps us separated and is a factor that blocks control the soul, because it is basically the perceived loss of an attachment. And as another example, what is the lust for power other than being a method for obtaining status for oneself and the subjugation of others? In summary, the tests in Scorpio are the tests we face every day as human beings. In personal experience, Scorpio pervades all the other signs until we more or less completely overcome the control of the personality, which after all is only our sense of being separated from our own inner divinity. With these points in mind we move on to our consideration of the full moon and then onward to the current events.
[bookmark: _Toc212816718]The full moon takes place on 5 November 13:19 UTC (6th Nov at 12:19 PM AEDT). It is quite an interesting full moon figure. The full moon axis is along the 14th degree of the Scorpio/Taurus axis. Neither the Sun nor the Moon form many major aspects with other planets. However, there is quite a lovely configuration of a kite formed with other planets, namely our seemingly ever-present triangle with Uranus, Neptune and Pluto as one triangle and the Saturn/Neptune conjunction with Pluto as the apex and Mercury/Mars conjunction as the other leg of another triangle. This latter triangle forms the bowl of the kite with the focal point Jupiter opposite Pluto. There is also a t-square with Venus at the apex formed by the Jupiter/Pluto opposition. In addition we have a Grand Trine formed by Jupiter, Mars and the Saturn/Neptune conjunction. Venus is at the apex of a yod with Uranus and Neptune at the base. This is quite a mix of energies. However, there is one particular aspect in the chart that bears consideration, given tensions in the world, and that is the opposition between Mars and Uranus. That planetary combination is often seen in operations, which can mean either a surgical operation or accidents in the case of an individual; or military operations along with miscalculations when it comes to geopolitics. That said, the opposition is incorporated into the kite configuration just mentioned.
What we are likely to see as the outcome of the full moon energies in terms of events are moves by the oligarchs who have interests in the two major conflicts we are seeing, trying to foment their mischief in keeping the conflicts going. In their minds, there is too much money being made to stop things now. Yet, stopping those conflicts is the momentum which is gaining. The Sun forms a minor aspect with Neptune, which will bring note of heightened sensitivity as well as confusion into the mix, whereas the symbolism for the full moon axis appears to be rather benign. The Sabian symbol for the Sun is that of a “Telephone lineman at work installing a new connection”, pointing to rebuilding or establishing new lines and means of communications between nations and groups. On the other side we have the lunar symbol, which is rather delightful: “On the beach children play while shellfish grope at the edge of the water.” In essence, what we have is a kind of holding pattern, where parties are reassessing their options, which we will cover in the rest of this letter. The options that seemed so clear even a month ago for the oligarch class are quickly losing their luster. There are rapid developments taking place in the tech sector, for instance. And we see this represented by Mercury conjunct Mars opposite Uranus. Essentially we are at a flashpoint, which can manifest in a number of areas – economic, military, and social. With the full moon as the background we move on to our consideration of current events.
[bookmark: _Toc212816719]Current events: the following events have taken place since the last full moon:
· Preliminary to the APEC summit which began today, the trilateral group chief Lee Hee-sup stated that China, Japan and South Korea should lead new growth in the Asia-Pacific via innovative cooperation. This runs counter to Washington’s desires to keep the two occupied members (Japan and South Korea) from uniting with China in a common currency bloc. In doing so, however, Japan would be drawn in to the formation ultimately of a consolidating East Asian economic bloc, forecast to be a desired outcome in terms of future world development.[endnoteRef:17] From a Korean news daily: “Finance ministers from South Korea, Japan and China agreed to make efforts on introducing a common currency to be used in the Asian region as part of efforts to create a pan-Asian economic block.” There is shock in Washington. Such a bloc would remove 15% of the world economy from American threats. [17:  Bailey, The Externalisation of the Hierarchy, p. 200] 

· The new Japanese Prime Minister has made overtures to Russia to finally sign a peace treaty between the two nations. The lack of a peace treaty since World War II is a result of the dispute over the Kuril Islands which Russia has claimed ownership over, as part of the spoils of war. Relations between the two nations remain strained, but if a peace treaty is signed then that will facilitate the first bullet point above. Japan has also refused Trump’s ‘offer’ to stop importing Russian oil, ‘sources say’.
· Tensions are growing between Venezuela and the United States, with the movement of a growing number of naval assets into the Caribbean. The rhetoric from the Trump administration would seem to indicate a looming military action against Venezuela. But as the situation evolves, it is not so certain that we will see war in the Caribbean.
· Moscow and Caracas have just signed a new strategic treaty in the midst of growing tensions between the US and Venezuela. The treaty formalizes a broad cooperation agreement between the two countries that extends across political economic and security domains in the large. It expands on collaboration and energy mining transport communications and counterterrorism. Since the signing, heavy Russian transport planes of been landing and Caracas. Washington is rattled. More below…
· The Irish just elected a pro-Palestinian president
· Russia just made a successful test of its new Burevestnik (‘Storm Petrel’) missile. This was a breakthrough in technology, aside from being yet another nuclear weapon. More below…
· The government shutdown continues in the US amidst serious political wrangling.
· The Visegrád Group are looking at forming a union against Brussels’ heavy-handedness.
· The EU has unveiled a five-year roadmap for war with Russia. They call it ‘defence readiness’.
· The fourth plenum of the 20th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China was held.
· The Israeli Knesset voted to annex the West Bank. They said the vote was ‘symbolic’.
· The EU plan to use frozen Russian assets to fund Ukraine was defeated. At least there is still a little common sense in some EU member states.
· Milei’s party won the midterm elections in Argentina. It turns out Argentinians would rather have Trump give Argentina and US investors handouts than face another financial crisis. A third of eligible voters just stayed home rather than vote. (must read) Argentinians will suffer as a result. It was a win for Wall Street. More below…
· UAE mercenaries carried out a massacre in Sudan as part of the UAE’s expansionist aims. This is an evolving story which will be covered in future posts. Gaza is not the only ongoing genocide. But the others get little mention.
· There are large protests and general strikes, with people refusing to pay their taxes in Italy about the impending rollout of digital IDs, due at the end of this year. This has received no coverage in the mainstream press.
· The alleged peace plan in Gaza is in essence finished. The Israelis refuse to abide by conditions of the ceasefire. The bombings by the Israelis continue and aid is blocked from entering Gaza. We start our look at events with that topic.
[bookmark: _Toc212816720]Gaza peace?: We begin our overview of current events with the ongoing peace plan for Gaza. By all accounts, the cease-fire is already collapsing. Nobody expected Netanyahu to adhere to the terms of the cease-fire. No sooner had the cease-fire been implemented over a week ago, Hamas began hunting down the Gazan clans that had been used as proxies by the Israelis to stop aid going into Gaza and in general just fomenting further violence. Netanyahu and Washington had claimed that Hamas was killing Palestinians, with Trump in his usual bombast saying that if they didn’t stop he would send troops and finish the job. Efforts to recover the bodies of the slain Israeli captives – slain by the bombing of Gaza by the Israelis – are hampered by the fact that those bodies lay under the immense pile of rubble that is the main characteristic of Gaza of these days. As noted in the last letter, it will take time to recover those bodies. But Netanyahu is using this along with the destruction of his proxy groups in Gaza as a pretext for stopping aid and for launching bombing raids on Gaza. Those raids have become quite violent in recent days. When asked about the raids, Washington resorts to its old refrain that ‘Israel has a right to defend itself.’ Those raids are not acts of self-defence.
In tandem with what is going on in Gaza, Israel has accelerated its violence in the West Bank. While the Vice President JD Vance was in Israel for talks with the Israelis regarding the cease-fire, the Knesset held what they called a symbolic vote on annexation of the West Bank. The vote was frowned upon by Washington, with Vance calling it insulting and stupid. But annexing the West Bank has been the plan by the Israelis all along. It is part of their greater Israel project. Washington may feign ignorance of this and say that the annexation of the West Bank will never happen, but happening it is. Yet it is never reported as such in the Western press. Also in tandem with the bombing Gaza and the increased moves by the settlers in the West Bank are the sharply increased Israeli attacks on southern Lebanon. Washington, as it likes to do, has given the Lebanese government a deadline to disarm Hezbollah. Hezbollah, for their part has vowed never to disarm so long as the Israeli occupation exists. And just in the last days, Lebanese president has stated that they cannot disarm Hezbollah. So, we can expect the war between Hezbollah and Israel to erupt once again in the coming days or weeks. The Israeli press as noted that Hezbollah is rapidly reconstituting itself and its abilities, with reports of missiles being smuggled in from Syria.
[bookmark: _Toc212816721]Russia in Syria: Following up on the visit to the UN by the Syrian leader Sharaa (formerly known as the terrorist Jolani), there has been much in the way of discussion on social media and independent media about the role of Russia in Syria, which seeks to maintain its presence in that troubled country. Sharaa recently paid a visit to Moscow which many commentators pointed out was shameful on the part of Russia. But it is not so cut and dried. Historically it is known that the Sykes-Picot act was actually aimed at keeping the region of Southwest Asia unstable and easily controlled. We might remember Lawrence of Arabia, T.E. Lawrence, either through reading our history or through the film where he was portrayed by Peter O’Toole. Lawrence was tasked with uniting the Arabs in their fight against the Ottoman Empire on the side of the British. The British, living up to their infamous reputation of Perfidious Albion, had other plans – imperial plans. But Lawrence had a love of Arab culture and spoke fluent Arabic. Lawrence had the idea of forming a united Arab homeland or bloc which would result in strong Arab states at the end of the war. That would serve as a hedge against the Turks after the fall of the Ottoman Empire. That is a short story. The British, as noted, had other ideas, along with the French. 
As stated in the last letter, the Arab states as they exist today were created precisely in order to eventually normalize with the Zionist state and eventually be absorbed. If it were not for The Resistance, this would already have happened. Coming back to Lawrence, he formed an Arab army that marched on and captured Damascus before the British could arrive. For his efforts he was moved on to other activities, shall we say, and left the region. Later, in the 1930s Lawrence was also opposed to what he saw as plans to provoke another world war and in the latter 1930s he was set up to go to Germany to have a conference with Hitler in an effort to avoid the calamity which inevitably resulted. A meeting with the German command may have succeeded in at least delaying the war, except for the fact that as soon as he was cleared for his trip to Germany he died in a motorcycle accident only 200 yards from his cottage. Word is, he was probably assassinated because there were factions in the UK at the time, like there are in Europe and America now, who wanted that war. There is much I could say on the matter, but we will leave it at that. If you are interested in other views of the history of the lead-up and to the war itself there are a number of unknown books that one may find informative.
Coming back to Russia and Syria, if we set our idealism aside and simply look at security concerns and what Russian intelligence perceives the actions of the West and the region to actually be, it is easy to see why the Russians are maintaining their presence and interaction with the current government – such as it is, and Syria. Russia and the Syrian people have long had friendly relations. Their presence there is about keeping the region intact, much as the Western powers and Israel would like to see Syria balkanized and rendered impotent. The Russian presence there also connects with Iran, because the Russian presence in Syria is helpful to Iranian interests and keeps the Israelis somewhat at bay, meaning stopping their expansion northward. The Syrian president has stated that he wants the Russians there to stop Israeli incursions northward. It is worth noting, too, that the Israelis have played a big part in the sectarian violence in Syria since Sharaa took over. They have done so in an effort to divide Syria along sectarian lines. It is a very complicated situation and revolves simply around security issues, because Syria and Iran are the doorway into the Caucasus region, the so-called soft underbelly of Russia.
[bookmark: _Toc212816722]Iran is off the table?: Israel and the United States have long desired to destroy the revolutionary government of Iran. They would like nothing better than to balkanize that country as well as Syria. But with the recent developments and revelations regarding the growing strategic partnership between the Iranian, Russian and Chinese triad, along with the fact that Iran has not even used its more advanced weaponry against Israel, both Washington and the Israelis – the ones who are saying so in those countries – have started to blink about going up against Iran. In fact, it appears there are many blinking eyes in the Washington-Tel Aviv axis in recent days, given the preceding statements. This brings us to our consideration of exactly what is involved with nuclear weapons, especially now that Russia has conducted its successful test of its nuclear powered cruise missile.
The outcome of the 12-Day War between Israel and Iran has left its mark. Word from the inside is that Israel has begun to contemplate the use of nuclear weapons against Iran. If so, it would mark the end of Israel. For what follows, see the interview on Dialogue Works with Col. Lawrence Wilkerson in the Suggested viewing. The scenario is like this: the Israelis, as it is reported, have contemplated using a tactical nuclear weapon or perhaps a few against certain Iranian strategic sites. Iran is a quite a large country, unlike Israel. Israel could indeed use a tactical nuclear weapon against Iran, but it would have only a small effect on the overall outcome of the conflict. Iran’s geography tells the tale as to why. We covered this in a previous letter. Israel, on the other hand, is quite small and compact. The same sources who have confided in confidence with Larry Wilkerson that said that there is a strong possibility that there are factions within Iran who want to produce a nuclear weapon because of the 12-Day War. The use of one or two such weapons on Israel would mean the end of Israel. But Iran would not need such a weapon to be able to do so. As demonstrated in the 12-Day War, Iran could destroy Israel with only its conventional forces. Wilkerson has long held the view that as The Empire, as many commentaries are painting the West, sees its inevitable demise they will resort to the use of nuclear weapons. So, as distasteful and as horrifying as the idea might be and is (and in keeping with the Halloween horror theme) it is essential to have look at recent developments in that area.
[bookmark: _Toc212816723]Zeus and Poseidon: We have recently seen the test of two technologies, both involving small nuclear reactors, both developments coming out of Russia, and both being used as means of propulsion. That aside, both developments also carry nuclear warheads. The first successful test to be announced was the Russian nuclear powered cruise missile, which the United States has dubbed ‘Skyfall’. Hence the allusion to Zeus, the god of the sky, thunder and lightning. The Russian name for it is ‘Burevestnik’, translated as ‘Storm Petrel’. Putting emotions aside, as well as our ideals about nuclear weapons – weapons concerning which I am personally completely opposed – this new Russian missile, is a remarkable piece of engineering (see comment 60 at link for details) and much more, a great advance in avionics. Some our most advanced technology has evolved out of military applications. The reason for saying the latter point is that such a method of propulsion, once developed would eliminate the need for the enormous amount of jet fuel that we now see. The output from this missile emits no radiation, despite the fact that it is fitted with a nuclear driver. The recent test of this device saw it traveling nonstop for 15 hours, covering a distance of over 14,000 km. It is a low altitude, high subsonic velocity missile. Because it travels at such low altitude it is not detectable by conventional radars. This brings us as to why the Russians developed it.
The Russians developed this missile after the Americans withdrew from the 1975 ABM missile treaty in December 2001. The Russian stance on such weapons is that they are therefore for strategic defence and deterrence and will not be used as first strike weapons. Of course, here in the West we are told that this is a terrible Russian threat and that the Russians want to conquer Europe. But the fact is the only threat that Russia poses is against the West’s aggression toward Russia itself. Whether we believe in the Russian threat or not is beside the point. The fact is the Russians have now demonstrated they have yet another means of deterrence which is not possible of being intercepted by conventional Western air defences.
The next system that was tested, within days of the testing of the Skyfall missile is the Poseidon equivalent, which itself is a large nuclear powered thermonuclear torpedo, itself having potentially unlimited range, high manoeuvrability and being able to run at great depth, making it undetectable by current means. It is essentially a nuclear-powered submarine drone. This particular torpedo can lie on the bottom of the ocean for years theoretically. Its potential use would be to produce a huge radioactive tidal wave off the coasts of enemy cities. But here is where we get to the crux of why the systems were developed. We can think what we want about these weapons. My own personal opinion is that the situation should never have arisen wherein Russia would have felt the need to develop them, which goes back to the aggressive policies of successive US administrations and British establishment toward Russia. This brings us to a consideration of what is developing regarding the EU and NATO itself. But there is one more part this piece about these weapons that should really horrify us. And then we will address Europe.
[bookmark: _Toc208087035][bookmark: _Toc212816724]Nuclear options: What flavour would you like your nuke? Tactical or strategic? Fission or thermonuclear? A few kilotons or Tsar-bomba grande? Forgive the joking nature, but these are the sorts of considerations going into planning in Western nuclear states. The Pentagon has decided it can prosecute and win a nuclear exchange against Russia. They may be rethinking that now, but they absolutely were thinking about it when they had planned to put missile launch sites into eastern Ukraine, a big reason for why the Russians started the SMO in 2022. The UK and France have decided to pool their nukes in a defence against a Russian invasion after the Russians finish off Ukraine – so they think. Putin, they say, is power-mad and hungry for territory. Perhaps the Western powers have forgotten about MAD. Perhaps they have just gone mad. They want that war to continue. And if they face a sound defeat – what then? Well, there are always the nukes. If the Empire cannot defeat Russia and tame China’s rise, there are factions in the West who would resort to the use of nuclear weapons. 
As we examined in a recent letter, nuclear weapons are one of the main reasons why the Russians have avoided any big moves militarily and have kept the conflict on a slow boil. Probably one of the greatest hopes to come from the Alaska summit on the Russian side eventually is a real and substantive effort being put into reinstituting the INF Treaty in full at some time in the immediate future. Alas, for the moment it is not to be. Now we come to why the Europeans are so belligerent about Russia.
[bookmark: _Toc212816725]Why poke the Bear?: For over a century now, certain of the Western powers – namely the United States, UK and France – have long desired to defeat Russia, break it up into smaller, controllable statelets, and rob it of its resources, much like the Israelis seek to do to the Arab states in West Asia. The Russians have long known this. Given the recent NATO expansion, begun under the Clinton administration, Russia has accelerated development of these advanced delivery systems just described. The West lies far behind in development of such systems. The only hope the United States in particular has for strategically defeating Russia now is to seek to so strangle Russia economically that it would cause a collapse of the Russian economy and thus civil unrest. However, with the development of the BRICS bloc, import substitution to the point of quasi-autarky, Russia’s strategic partnerships and its diplomatic outreach, such a situation as was tried with sanctions and tariffs for the key Western powers is quickly receding to the point where it is just a distant dream. The new tariffs which the Trump administration is seeking to impose on Russian oil will have little effect. Oil revenue represents only 15% of the Russian economy anyway, and restricting Russian oil exports will only raise the price of all petroleum products worldwide, thereby further straining Western economies. With the EU, prodded by the US, seeking to completely cut off Russian hydrocarbons coming into Europe, it is only a self-own for the European Union. 
[bookmark: _Toc212816726]EU ‘leadership’: The EU under its present leadership since the start of this decade has made several fatal mistakes. Those mistakes are quickly driving the bloc into irrelevance in wider international affairs. The first fatal mistake was the response across the EU to the COVID pandemic. The economic effect effects were catastrophic. Italy was hit particularly hard. I can walk down the streets of our fair city and probably the third of the shops on some streets still stand vacant, all of them closed because of the pandemic. Energy prices are through the roof, inflation is problematic, cases of cancer have sharply risen, and that anecdotally reported by medical people that we know. And then February 2022 rolled around. The next fatal mistake was the EU response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, which itself was provoked by NATO expansion and the threat of nuclear weapons being placed in Ukraine. 
We have been through all the reasons for the Russian invasion in past letters so we will go over old ground here. But under prompting by the US, and sometimes under great pressure by the same, the US and Europe imposed heavy sanctions against the Russian economy, cut energy supplies from Russia to northern Europe, at least with Germany badly affected, severed economic ties with Russia, seized €300 billion in Russian financial assets, caused a flood of Ukrainian refugees into Central and Western Europe as well as Canada, and censored any news from Russian sources. These moves have critically hurt European economies, especially Germany which was once the powerhouse driving the EU economy. It should be apparent now why the US has sought to restrict Germany’s interaction with Russia because it eliminates Germany as a competitor to US exports. 
The next own goal by the EU came with the October 7 Al-Aqsa Flood operation by Hamas which gave the Israelis the excuse to commit their genocide in Gaza. Western Europe in particular – again with Germany being badly affected – has supported the genocide with political and military aid. The reputation of the EU has suffered across the wider world as a result. The next own goal to come was the US pressuring the EU to increase defence spending to 5% of each nation’s GDP. It is an impossible goal. European economies are so strapped at the moment and loaded with debt that there is no way that they can share the load, as it were, in support of Ukraine. But yet we hear the Russians are coming and that we have to prepare for war, which itself is nonsense. The latest debacle by the EU was their attempt to use the frozen Russian financial assets to fund Ukraine for the next years, which thankfully was scuttled by certain corporations and elites within the EU. Belgium in particular balked at such an idea and every economist knew it would be political suicide for the EU to try to seize those assets. So where does the EU stand at the moment?
[bookmark: _Toc212816727]The EU is trembling: There is a new opposition block forming within the Visegrád Group states – Hungary, Czech Republic, Slovakia and Poland, currently minus Poland. For the EU to enact policy it takes a unanimous vote among the 27 member states. With Hungary depending upon Russian gas for its very existence, it is opposed every EU measure in terms of restricting Russian hydrocarbons. It also directly opposes funding for Ukraine. There is a growing consensus among most EU states that funding for Ukraine should end. With such a bloc forming, with the political upheaval that is taking place within the UK and France in particular, with the growing opposition of the populace within the southern European bloc, notably Italy and Spain, the fractures within the EU and thereby within NATO are growing by the day. And along with all the preceding, the US and its campaign of seeking to rein in China, has pressured the EU into cutting ties with China. The most notable recent example was the Danish government’s seizure of the Chinese company Nexteria. Much of the world stands by looking at all this in a state of disbelief. The Russian ambassador recently summarized the situation as the Russians see it, as follows:
“Europeans – we are dealing with insane morons, excuse me, these are unpleasant words. Well, brutalized morons. They really are morons – the current generation of degenerate European elites, who have also ceased to fear God…and have lost their fear death. This is an animal instinct that needs to be restored; they have nothing else left, because they have no intellectual functioning, no sense of homeland, no sense of gender or love. Of course, I am exaggerating; there are wonderful people there. But that’s how it is [those who are in the governing circle] – they are this, humanity. There is no leader there yet figuratively speaking, no ‘Hitler’. But in principle, they are moving toward this. And they are driving their peoples to slaughter. We must stop this movement – in order to save ourselves and these people, by the way. Maybe something will come of them someday, but they are degrading very quickly.”
These are harsh words, indeed, but for an increasing number of Europeans his words ring true. It is also important for us to hear the Russian view, and indeed all sides. His view is certainly true here in Italy. We recall from the start of this letter the so-called debate between the Italian politician and Jeffrey Sachs, as an example of a European moron. The state of the current European elites has arisen as a result of certain factors. Firstly, after the fall of the Soviet Union the Western powers thought that was the end of any Russian threat to their plans and they set about ‘Westernizing’ Russia, which meant going in and seizing its industries and assets. This is where Jeffrey Sachs had his first experiences with the American establishment, in that they were not interested in partnering with Russia. They wanted to control Russia and proceeded to try doing so with the help of the Russian oligarchy. 
Another factor that contributed to the moron-ization of the European elites were the actions of the World Economic Forum (WEF), which sought to extend its control over the European states by placing its members and young leaders in positions of importance within European parliaments and leadership. Macron is a good example of such. A third factor which is contributed to the sad state of European leadership has been the same thing that affects the American establishment, in that the think tanks in Europe have evolved the same types of echo chambers that we see in the United States, especially in Washington. Yet another factor, especially in Western Europe, are the historical defeats Russia has handed the once great European powers – Great Britain, France and Germany. Then, in the post-war period there is the Cold War mentality that pervaded Europe and the United States. They were not able to accept the fact that they were defeated at the hands of ‘barbarians’ from the East. There is a profound elitism (racism) in the upper strata of Western Europe.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are other factors that have contributed to the Russo-phobia that we see in Europe, but the one final one that we will mention here is the fact that the EU has been financially tied to the United States and the neoliberal system – consistent with the WEF – which has contributed greatly to the salaries of the EU officials, the postwar development of offshore financial havens – this along with the Marshall Plan and NATO which has brought Europe firmly under Washington’s umbrella. The primary driver behind the two major conflicts, those of Ukraine and West Asia, are driven by the United States. Certain European elites and companies have made great financial gains (fortunes) because of those conflicts, because remember: War is a racket. Money and the desire to hold on to power are the primary reasons why we see people like our Italian politician in fervent denial of anything other than the official narratives that Ukraine must be supported at all costs and Israel has a right to defend itself. In other words, we must manufacture and sell weapons to Israel ‘so it can defend itself’. The World War II Jewish holocaust (there were others far greater) is still deeply embedded in European consciousness, with guilt over it being another factor as to why Western Europe supports Israel. And we won’t even start on the Holocaust industry that arose to perpetuate the guilt. 
When the Gaza Holocaust has finished along with the war in Ukraine the elites in Europe and the United States will have a reckoning on their hands. Then they will be facing their own home economies and a very disgruntled public. The financial situation of the United States has a direct bearing on the finances of the EU, with the Western corporations all working in tandem and in competition to secure financial assets with which to continue the neoliberal system. It is the very basis which underpins the reasons why we see these conflicts today and why the Western powers have doubled down in their efforts to prolong them. We might ask ourselves why peace seems to be so elusive, when said wars could be ended by simply cutting aid to Ukraine and Israel It has nothing to do with our ideals, truth be known. It is all part of theft and a grand deception.
[bookmark: _Toc212816728]Imperial collateral: There is a very interesting section in Alex Kramer’s interview on Dialogue Works (below, must see) where he describes exactly why the United States wants to go after Venezuela, Russia and Iran. But he also describes a little-known factor in economics which is not taught in Western institutions. It is known as ‘deflationary gap’. We will address that in the next letter. However, probably the most important thing to understand, stated in the interview, is the reason why the US and UK in particular want to go up against Iran and Venezuela, as follows:
“I was in the oil business for many, many years. I don't believe anything that's out there in in terms of official numbers, but the official numbers are that Venezuela has…35 billion barrels of crude oil reserves, sorry, proven reserves. And so that's oil that you could buy, you know. You could negotiate to trade and you can buy that oil, but it doesn't help Wall Street to buy oil from Venezuela. What Wall Street needs is collateral. And so if they got control of the Venezuelan government – you know, Maria Corina Machado having, you know, now a Nobel Prize under her belt and all these good things – she already said that she would privatize all this, that she would privatize the state oil company PDVSA and that she would open the gates wide to the foreign banks and corporations to develop Venezuela's natural resource sector. And so that would be a big boost to the very badly collateral starved Western financial system because they would be able to, you know, issue big, big loans not only to  the likes of  Exxon Mobile and BP and Shell and so forth to go into Venezuela and secure it all with Venezuelan crude oil as collateral. They would also be able to issue large loans to the government of Venezuela. 
Again, it would be collateralized with Venezuela's natural resource riches. So, it would be a complete net gain for Wall Street and maybe City of London banks. I don't know. It would be a loss for everybody else. That is, you know, you're calling in American troops to go and fight and die. You're wasting American taxpayers’ money to fund the military expeditions that this is involving. For that reason I think that invasion is very, very unlikely because you know we're talking about the same military that couldn't subdue Ansaralla in Yemen, that had to withdraw from Afghanistan because they couldn't defeat the Taliban after 20 years of trying, right, and several trillion dollars spent. So I think that they are unlikely to try…”
There is quite a bit to chew on in that statement, but it underlies the basic reason for all the wars and colonialization that is taken place over the past 500 years. As we have discussed in past letters, that cycle has come to an end and we see the evolution of a new system developing. The new system is not based on invasion and seizure of assets. It is a system of sharing and cooperation, noting that the nations involved do not exert control over another nation’s assets. Those assets are not seized, but are instead developed under cooperative agreement. The model is win-win instead of zero-sum. But in understanding all the proceeding, we also see the dangers involved because the Western powers that have controlled much of the world’s resources over the past centuries see their reign coming to an end. And now they are causing double, double toil and trouble as the fire burns in the heat of battles and propaganda and the contents of the conflicts bubble away in the Empire’s efforts to stave off their demise. So, what happens when they cannot seize the assets they so prize for their collateral? Well, it means more chaos, confusion, deception and so on. And it will go on thus for the next few years. 
In everyday, orthodox astrology, Scorpio is associated with the natural eighth house of zodiac, one interpretation of which is ‘other people’s money’. What we have seen developing especially in the past few years is that it is no longer possible for the once powerful nations of the colonial powers to simply walk in and seize another nation’s assets for collateral for the Empire’s gain. The imperialists have to sit across the table now from peoples they once saw as inferior and actually bargain with those now-sovereign states – and it galls them. There was quite a bit more I was going to add here, but for the moment this will suffice. In the next letter we will focus more upon the United States, its economy, its leadership and bubbles. But for now, try not to steal the Halloween candy from your kids. They worked hard for it, the little warriors – or witches, or warlocks.
[bookmark: _Toc212816729]In conclusion, we might be inclined to think that something wicked this way comes, given what we have examined here, but the opposite is actually true so long as sanity prevails. The opening line of this letter is from the Shakespearean play Macbeth, as you probably already knew. It is estimated that the play was first performed in 1606. Long before the word ‘psychology’ was even in the English vocabulary people knew of the damaging effects of political ambitions and power. The character Macbeth in the play rose to power through murder, betrayal and mayhem. It drove him mad in the end, as well as his wife. And in the end of his life he was killed by the sword, as he had done to so many others. We can see that a sense of madness says overtaken the halls of power in the Empire. What was portrayed in 1606 still rings true today, thus the timelessness of Shakespeare.
The more the Empire has sought to control their old subjects, the faster it is coming undone. What has been clear to most of the world for many decades now as the mendacity of the Empire is becoming clear to the people who live within it. The true warriors and the struggles we are seeing are the people of goodwill, the ones who stand against tyranny, even at the cost of their lives. But as empires and tyrants go, no matter how hard they try, no one stands against the inexorable progress of the cycles. As the Sun, Moon and planets rise and set, so too have empires and tyrants seen their rise and demise. And yet humanity stands. And through all, we have experienced, learned and progressed. The meek shall inherit the earth. And it starts by cultivating our own inner divinity in the face of everything and everyone who tries to prevent it. Warriors are we, and from this battle we arise, triumphant! As for the Empire?…
Double, double, toil and trouble…
Scorpio blessings,
Malvin
31 Oct 2025
malvin@malvinartley.com 
These letters are sent as a service. If you wish to be added to or deleted from the mailing list let me know. Feel free to pass these along but do so without charge or alteration.
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Al-Mayadeen English: What are the real names of Israeli officials? Why did they change them?
Hala Farhat
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Dialogue Works: The U.S. Is Ignoring EVERY WARNING SIGN Walking Into DISASTER 
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		Can There Be Peace With Zelensky? 
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