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Part II, The Present Struggles
“I run the country and the world.”[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Donald J. Trump, in a statement to The Atlantic, from the June 2025 issue.] 
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Welcome back, Everyone!
In this section we examine the current events in relation to the immediate crises that will serve to bring us into a sense of world renewal and the old order dies away. There is nothing to fear in what is happening, but there will be a period of struggle and for some people, pain. This is to be expected. The people and groups tied to the old and dying order will try every trick in the book to hang on to what they have. Thus we are seeing a concerted effort by the old powers across the board in seeking to leverage their place in the order that is emerging. Some groups will die their natural and needed deaths. The new is needed, and will fill the void left by the older groups. The new groups are in process of forming, across the tapestry of human experience. So at present, the older groups would appear to have more power, with ‘appearance’ being the operative word. But that is all they have now and it is a matter of keeping up appearances, which we know these days as ‘narrative’ and ‘spin’ in the media. With these points in mind we move on to have a look at what is unfolding, keeping an open mind.
[bookmark: _Toc198928061]Current events: The following events have precipitated since the April full moon. The first ones listed are all astrologically connected, if not politically. The latter may also be the case as more evidence emerges. The most intensive period was through to the end of April:
· Pope Francis passed on. Across the Western world that was all the news that was fit to print for days. American flags were flown at half-mast in respect. There was much in the way of fallacious speculation about his death, largely from people ignorant of the fact he had been seriously ill with pneumonia for weeks prior. 
· A terrorist attack in Kashmir almost brought us to the brink of nuclear Armageddon. India and Pakistan are both nuclear powers. There will be more on this below.
· There was a large explosion at the container section of the Bandar Abbas port in Iran, reminiscent of the 2020 Beirut explosion. There were over 750 injuries (mostly minor) and 14 people dead. Investigations point to mishandling of materials as the cause. There was also a large explosion at a gunpowder factory in Iran a few days later, followed by explosions at a motorcycle factory. This will be covered more under the topic on Iran.
· Large wildfires in the Jerusalem hills in occupied Palestine which quickly burned through the non-native trees and vegetation. The non-native species were planted by the settlers, ongoing since the Nakba. The non-native species reflect the European Jews and Zionists who emigrated to Palestine and displaced the Palestinians. There is more on this below. This was largely unreported in the American press.
· An American F-18 Superhornet jet and its tractor were flung off the side of the USS Harry Truman, now being dubbed the ‘Trembling Puppy’ on social media. Another one was lost soon thereafter off the same ship. Soon thereafter a ceasefire was called by Trump (yes, he did) and the carriers were removed from the Red Sea area. The wider world saw the ceasefire as a humiliating defeat for CENTCOM.
· Hamas has adjusted its tactics markedly in Gaza. The IOF is quite concerned, as they are very casualty-sensitive.
· Kursk was finally liberated by a joint Russian-North Korean operation from the Ukrainian invasion of last year. With that announcement by the Kremlin admission also came that North Korean troops were very active alongside the Russian troops in expelling the Ukrainians from the Kursk region. There is more on this below.
· The Israelis, using drones, fired upon a Freedom Flotilla ship loaded with relief aid for Gaza off the coast of Malta. The ship was at anchor. Of interest, the ship’s name was ‘Conscience’. Let the symbolism sink in, although the ship itself is still afloat. The Western response to the attack was…crickets.
· A new Pope was elected. He’s American. There is a complete topic on this below.
· Ansar Allah in Yemen just imposed a no-fly zone for Israel for civilian aircraft in response to Israeli bombing of a cement factory and the airport in Sanaa. The Israelis did so after Ansar Allah landed a missile at Ben Gurion airport in Tel Aviv. This marks a major turning point for West Asia. Ansar Allah has promised a blistering response. More below…
· Trump has apparently distanced himself from Netanyahu after he broached a ceasefire with Ansar Allah. Bib was not consulted. Trump is also travelling to West Asia, but is not stopping in Israel. The B-2 stealth bombers have been removed from Diego Garcia and brought home. Something has shifted in West Asia, but people are also right t be suspicious as well.
· Putin challenged Zelenskyy to sit down for talks in Istanbul. It didn’t happen, and no one who follows those matters expected him to attend. Neither did Putin. More on this below…
· The PKK has announced its dissolution, which removes a major reason Türkiye gave for invading northern Syria. The Turks considered the PKK as a terrorist group.
· The US and China have de-escalated the trade war for 90 days, agreed on the day of the Wesak full moon.
· Iran and Russia signed a landmark nuclear and energy deal that will strengthen their strategic partnership and ease Iran’s energy woes from sanctions. That also means claims from Washington that Iran shall have no enrichment of uranium in lieu of a deal are off the table. Iran is also about to complete the Chabahar-Zahedan railway, which will connect Central Asia to the Persian Gulf, completely changing traditional trade routes.
· Joe Biden has been diagnosed with terminal prostate cancer. (Yes, terminal) They would have known about this for several years. Why nothing was done is a mystery, but it is the back story behind why Biden pulled out of the presidential race at the last minute. A scandal is brewing. The people using the autopen for the mass of Biden’s pardons have been identified also. That said, Trump has no legal basis to rescind the pardons. 
As we have a closer look at events in the rest of this letter as they are unfolding we take note of the fast pace of change as the old order dies out and the new order takes shape. It was stated decades ago that by the time this year rolled around the outlines of the newer order would be rapidly taking shape.[endnoteRef:2] There is a compilation on 2025 cited from Alice Bailey on the site, which it may be useful to review and keep in mind as we look at events going forward. This year marks a decided pivot away from Western dominance, largely due to the crystallization and breaking of Western policies and ideals that have formed over the last 500 years, coming to a head, really, in this decade. Our Western leadership must learn to accept the changes occurring now and adapt, otherwise the transition into the Aquarian Age and the new 250 and 2500 year cycles will be marked by periods of restiveness and upheaval. But such has been the way of human behaviour throughout human history. It is perhaps wishful thinking that circumstances would be any different this time around. Hence, crisis after crisis will occur. We should not be surprised, but at the same time we should never lose faith in our collective ability to overcome each and every crisis. [2:  Bailey, Esoteric Psychology I, p. 178] 

It is important to realize that leaders, even destructive ones, often act unconsciously. No person, having to act through a human personality, sees the entire scope of the cause and effect nature of events. Nor are they able to act alone. Our Western leaders (many of them) also seem to be history-challenged, forgetting the lessons of the many times similar incidents have presented themselves before. The recent debacle in the Red Sea for Western leadership is a current case in point. Still, every leader has to act through the people and organizations that have gathered around the leader in order to keep themselves in power. We might venture to say there are no true dictators (as in 1st ray types) active anywhere in the world today. Some readers may and probably will disagree. But looking at the wider view at present, all world leaders are only able to act by consent. That consent may come from a small coterie of powerful elites, or it may come through a revolutionary council, for example, who represents the will of the people. And there are always factions who act to oppose the leaders. 
But here is the point: Who is to say that leaders who make mistakes which otherwise may temporarily disadvantage or even destroy their nation’s institutions consciously act to do so? Sometimes they do. Then, we all know that no leader is perfect. As well, who can say that a leader who apparently makes wise decisions in the moment is not otherwise playing into the hands of more nefarious purposes? Unless we can see events in the context of history as well as what is ultimately planned for humanity, it is best to reserve judgement about the personality of any leader until we have all the facts at hand. And that is no small task. Leaders represent and act through the culmination of events and public consciousness that have led to a particular point in time – points of precipitation – that change the world order and further (or sometimes set back) the evolution of humanity. So, with these preliminary statements in mind, we begin with possibly the most visible world leaders at present and the two events that took place just before the full moon.
[bookmark: _Toc198928062]Pope Leo XIV: We have a new Pope. This is important to consider here for several reasons, to name a few, firstly because the new pope is a thinker, and he follows the teachings of Jesus (He is not pedantic). He is American, yet he has great care for the people of South America as well. His thinking will influence the thinking of upwards of 1.4 billion people. And as it turns out, his thinking aligns with the emerging model of economics – neither laissez faire nor communist – ‘mixed economies’. So, here we go: I had just finished feeding our dogs the evening he was elected when all of a sudden all the bells in Rovereto started tolling. I knew what had happened – white smoke had exited from the chimney at St. Peter’s in Rome. Robert Francis Prevost was selected by the papal conclave, taking the name of Pope Leo XIV. He chose his papal name in admiration of Pope Leo XIII (1878 – 1903). 
Pope Leo XIII was one of the great thinkers of the Catholic Church. That will be important to note in a bit. But as an aside, Pope Leo XIII had a penchant for Vin Mariani, which one can still buy. Vin Mariani is a tonic and was the precursor to Coca-Cola. Popes are human, after all. Pope Leo XIV is American – the first American Pope – born 14 Sep 1955 in Chicago (birth time unknown), not that his nationality matters, nor his race. A few people have questioned, “Is the Pope white?” It certainly doesn’t matter, though some people will make a big storm of nonsense out of nothing. And people should not draw any conclusions about the fact he was born in the US. But as to the legacy of Pope Leo XIII, he was a champion of the working class and did much to restore The Church, bringing it into modern times. From the previous link, “Leo XIII issued encyclicals condemning Freemasonry, Americanism, and the capitalist exploitation of the worker, which he excoriated in Rerum Novarum, which launched an era of Catholic Social Teaching which has lasted for over a century.” Therein lies a clue as to the inclinations of the present Pope. 
Robert Prevost has spent much of his adult life overseas, mostly in Peru, where he also holds citizenship. Thus, he is a citizen of the Americas, so to speak, and not solely of the US. His ancestry is French-Italian on his father’s side and Spanish on his mother’s side. His grandparents on his mother’s side were Creole. You can see the ancestry clearly in his profile. He speaks five Romance languages fluently and reads German and Latin. I went to order a pizza after I found out about his election as people were streaming into the pizza shop, and they were all glued to the television while the new Pope addressed the crowd for the first time. They were surprised he is American, as Italians were hoping for an Italian pope. But they were also surprised at how well he spoke Italian, with barely any accent at all, in perfect Italian, as past interviews showed. My wife was most impressed, also by the impression he gave, which we will come to. 
Robert Prevost was a missionary, presiding over a small mission in Peru for a time. He presided over his flock on horseback, making him a cowboy honoris causa. Eventually he was called to Rome by Pope Francis where he was appointed Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops, and promoted to the rank of Archbishop. He is the first Augustinian Pope, which is important. We have the following, regarding the Augustinians:
“The pursuit of truth through learning is key to the Augustinian ethos, balanced by the injunction to behave with love towards one another. These same imperatives of affection and fairness have driven the order in its international missionary outreach. This balanced pursuit of love and learning has energised the various branches of the order into building communities founded on mutual affection and intellectual advancement. Augustine spoke passionately of God's "beauty so ancient and so new", and his fascination with beauty extended to music. He taught that "whoever sings prays twice" (Qui cantat, bis orat) and music is also a key part of the Augustinian ethos. Contemporary Augustinian musical foundations include the Augustinerkirche in Vienna, where orchestral masses by Mozart and Schubert are performed every week, as well as the boys' choir at Sankt Florian in Austria, a school conducted by Augustinian canons, a choir now over 1,000 years old. Augustinians have also produced a formidable body of scholarly works. Augustinian friars believe that Augustine of Hippo, first with some friends and afterward as bishop with his clergy, led a monastic community life. Regarding the use of property or possessions, Augustine did not make a virtue of poverty, but of sharing…”
Robert Prevost received an undergraduate degree in mathematics from Villanova University in 1977, where he also studied philosophy. He is thus schooled in logical thought, as well as in the ability to handle abstract constructs. The universe is based in mathematics, and music as well. He is a man of high intelligence, as well as being a man of faith. Astrologically he may be a double Virgo, but a Leo Moon is possible, given we don’t know what time he was born. His Sun is conjunct Venus in Virgo, showing high idealism as well as magnetism. He will be a mediator, much as was the Pope he admires. He also links the past with the future, given his Sun/Venus conjunction squares his nodal axis, with all the challenges that also indicates. There is quite a lot of symbolism surrounding the timing of events, too.
Pope Francis passed on early in the morning the day after Easter – a most auspicious passing for Christians. He was a man of faith, not so much a man of thought. His passing could be seen as the passing of a purely faith-based approach to Christianity. Something more vigorous is needed now. Pope Francis did little to confront the genocide in Gaza in a physical sense, for example. Yes, he had daily conversations with contacts there, but what was needed was action. Pope Leo XIV was elected on May 8, on the anniversary of the defeat of Nazism in Europe. Pope Leo XIV stands for values that run counter to the current US administration. It was rumoured that wealthy Catholics tried to bribe the cardinals in the papal conclave to elect a conservative pope. This took place during ‘America Week’, a yearly gathering of business leaders, philanthropists and conservative activists in Rome. This year they descended on Rome where they wined, dined and feted cardinals for conservative causes just after the death of Pope Francis. That yearly gathering is basically a religious lobbying group. 
The timing for America Week this year was, shall we say, ‘unfortunate’, because it gave the impression that those people were there solely for lobbying for a conservative pope. Some of the attendees, no doubt, would have been suitably chuffed if such a pope had been elected. American conservatives of the ‘Judeo-Christian’ variety certainly would have been. Instead, they got a Pope who is actually a Christian, as was Pope Francis. Some folks in the MAGA crowd call Pope Leo ‘a woke, Marxist communist’. Well, they would have said the same thing about Jesus. Pope Leo XIV so far has called for an immediate ceasefire in Palestine on at least four occasions thus far. If you want to know what his views are and how he will be approaching his papacy, NPR gave a quick run-down. And if he emulates Pope Leo XIII, Western capitalists will not be very happy with him. What remains to be seen is how much he will be allowed to act on his stated views, what he aspires to from Leo XIII, and for how long. Then we have the other major event of that day.
[bookmark: _Toc198928063]Victory Day 80: Yes, we need to say a few words about that. On May 8th and 9th there were Victory Day parades in Red Square in Moscow. There were also VE Day celebrations across Europe, too (VE Day in Europe is on May 8.) Absent in the VE Day celebrations were the Russians. They were excluded for political reasons. The Leo personality of Russia was on full display in its parades, but their soul was there as well, bringing nations together who were not directly involved with the Russians in WWII to celebrate victory over darkness. The political divide between European Russia and the rest of Europe will pass at some point. Peoples across the world watched the Russian parades. There were markedly few VE Day celebrations in the remainder of Europe. The largest celebrations were in the UK. While Europe aside from London seemed to want to forget the past, the Russians celebrated, both on VE Day and Victory Day.
The grandstand in the first Russian parade was reserved for veterans and military. In the second parade the grandstand featured world leaders, with Xi Jinping the prime guest. Also in attendance were leaders from across the Global South. Anyone who watched the parades on those days would see the massive support Russia has across the developing world. There were a few Western leaders there, the two most notable being the ‘European renegades’ Fico and Vucic. But notably absent were leaders from NATO, whose troops up until the last few years even marched in the Victory Day parades in Red Square. But the more important little fact to note is from where the attendees hailed. There was no one from North America, except from Nicaragua and Cuba. Those two were among the allies in WWII. Venezuela’s and Brazil’s heads of state were there. There was an African contingent, with heads of state from Guinea-Bissau, Equatorial Guinea, the Republic of Congo, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Ethiopia, and then perhaps the two most interesting – Egypt and Burkina Faso. Keep an eye on Burkina Faso, where a seed for the future of Africa is attempting to sprout again, while the Western powers by proxy are already seeking to stop it in its tracks.
Ibrahim Traoré (of Burkina Faso) was flown in by Putin specially on a chartered Russian jet with his contingent. He was the star of the show for Africa and people were lined up to take selfies with him. The states just mentioned are important, because none of them except for Nicaragua, Cuba and South Africa were considered allies in WWII. Yet they were invited, showing solidarity with the Russians. The real importance of those nations being in attendance, though, related to South America and Africa as well as to the meetings that took place afterwards, as it usually the case. Before we get to that, it should be noted that this was primarily an Asian gathering, with the West not represented at all except for Slovakia, Serbia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. Many of the Asian nations were part of the Soviet Union in WWII. The parade on May 9 was a look toward the future for Russia and the world majority.
[bookmark: _Toc198928064]Africa is important to note here because the nations of Africa are in the process of throwing off the last vestiges of European colonialism, the nations of the Sahel having been most in the news in that regard lately. Traoré was feted by Putin, showing the growing influence of Russia in Africa, as well as giving a snub to the West. The African and South American attendees were sending a message to the West, in that Western interference in national affairs of the old colonies will no longer be tolerated. For Burkina Faso this was particularly directed to its old colonial master, France, where Macron has been trying to edge his way back into Burkinabe good graces, albeit with no success. The memory of damage done by France to the Burkinabe is still very fresh and raw, and they have moved on from France. The day after the parade a diplomatic meeting was held between Burkina Faso and Russia, where Traoré requested help with the transfer of technology and education from Russia, as well as military training. In particular he wants to open universities in Burkina Faso with an emphasis in STEM studies. 
[bookmark: _Toc198928065]Traoré wants an educated public, since he knows that is the primary way Burkina Faso can raise itself out of poverty and into the modern world. His hero was Thomas Sankara, after whom Traoré is modelling his own policies. Sankara was assassinated in 1987 in a coup led by his friend, Blaise Compaoré, who betrayed him. He became the French puppet leader over Burkina Faso for 27 years and reversed all the efforts made by Sankara, placing the Berkinabe back under colonial rule. Those days were different, in that the West still stood supreme in economic and military power. Times have changed, though. Traoré’s efforts have made him a threat once again to Western influence in the Sahel, shown by the fact there have already been 18+ assassination attempts against him. He is making someone very nervous. But Russia has his back, as do the North Koreans. 
North Korea is returning to Africa. After the trip to Moscow and fresh from their military experience in Kursk, Kim Jong-un sent 700 North Korean special forces to Burkina Faso to protect Traoré and the revolution taking place there. Traoré will need them, because reports are that ISIS in Africa just overran a military base in northern Burkina Faso, reporting a high number of Burkinabe soldiers killed. The figures are unconfirmed. In fact there was an attempt at a coup while Traoré was in Moscow. It is also well known by now that ISIS is backed by the Western powers when they are ‘useful’, as they were in Syria. Such attacks have increased since Traoré took power. There are two main ISIS offshoots who have made many attacks in the northern half of Burkina Faso. The two groups just happen to be concentrating their attacks in the main gold producing areas of the Sahel. The BBC lists them a ‘civilians’ whenever they are killed. That is a story for another time. Traoré is making waves across Africa with the youth of every nation there. Many comments are appearing to the effect that Burkina Faso could well represent the future of Africa. It has embarked on a renaissance under Traoré’s leadership.
There is a final note on Africa. There was another spectacle in the Oval Office the other day when Trump ambushed the visiting President of South Africa Cyril Ramaphosa, in similar manner to Zelenskyy before, and accused South Africa of ‘white genocide’ in South Africa. The South African delegation was there primarily on business related matters. We can probably guess not much business followed on from the spectacle. It was utter nonsense, but it sent a message to Africa. Ramaphosa’s response to Trump’s accusations was weak, while the images displayed by Trump during his ‘lecture’ were from different eras and even other countries. The visual aids were fake and poorly sourced. If Trump wanted to alienate all of Africa he chose the correct path to doing so. The main reason he did so was because of the South African effort at the ICJ genocide hearing. It was all about Israel. There is no ‘white genocide’ happening in South Africa, as much as Trump and Co. would like to claim. It is also race-baiting It was a diplomatic blunder and cast a poor light on Washington, but it also left Ramaphosa looking weak as well, although if he has stood up to Trump. Then after the fact the White House doubled down on it. Then there is Egypt, which is also making unwelcomed waves across the West.
[bookmark: _Toc198928066]Egypt has been considered to be firmly in the Washington camp, but things have recently begun to change, starting with its membership in BRICS. The partnership in that bloc with China is bringing other results. From The Jerusalem Post: “Egypt and China have completed a joint air force drill dubbed “Eagles of Civilization 2025,” an exercise that is significant and symbolic for the two countries.” Indeed, it is significant. It marks a turn away from the West, as well as marking an uptick in the influence of China in Africa. It also marks a snub toward US weapons manufacturers as well as an attempt to reassert Egyptian sovereignty. No doubt the catalyst for this turn of events has been the ongoing genocide in Gaza and the threat and cajoling by the US and Israel to take in a large number of Gazan refugees. Thus far Egypt has refused, and at the same time has sent armed forces to Israel’s border on the Sinai. That air force drill signals that at some point the Egyptians will be looking at purchasing Chinese weapons, too, which have just proven themselves in the recent skirmish between India and Pakistan. The latter is hopefully about to be settled. Neither Israel nor Washington will be happy about the “Eagles of Civilization” and we can probably expect turmoil to arise in Egypt in the near future if Egypt swings too far to the East. Just so you know, reports on social media of Chinese planes bring in aid to Gaza are untrue. And videos of Chinese planes flying over Egypt were part of the aforementioned air force drills.From here we get to the gist of what is driving current events in the two main areas of world conflict.
[bookmark: _Toc198928067]The honeymoon is over: When I was in the US, the last week I was there the news was all about Trump and his first one hundred days in office for this term. Yes, he was the man quoted at the head of this letter. Are you surprised? Trump being Trump, he came into office with a wrecking ball and an eye to avenge his first term in office against all the people who had sought to sabotage him in his first term in office. Otherwise, he had some good ideas as he came in – ending the war in Ukraine, reining in government spending, finding a solution to the genocide in Palestine (though he didn’t see it that way), resetting the American economy, and so on. These were ideas that won him the election in 2024. His supporters insist that those promises will come to pass. However there are a few things he promised that are clearly not going to happen, not in the way they have been promoted. We cannot go through the entire list, but there are a few initiatives by this administration that are currently playing out in reporting that bear a mention.
Firstly, the big economic plans that Trump and Co. had trumpeted are basically falling flat. To begin, instead of reining in government spending he has promised the Pentagon a trillion dollars for its budget. That will include a Golden Dome air defence system, supposedly to protect the US mainland from enemies that will probably never attack us on the mainland. The Golden Dome is simply another iteration of the Reagan Star Wars initiative, which fell flat by the way. The Golden Dome is just pork barrel politics for his donors. But there are also back stories to Trump’s initiatives, which we will get to, speaking primarily of the DOGE as well as tariffs. There is little reporting on DOGE these days. Did we forget about it? And also, where is Elon Musk? Well currently, the latter was in Saudi Arabia with Trump. Regarding that trip, it is partly about seeking Saudi investment in US tech, partly about Musk’s business interests and probably more to the point, seeking assurances for the continuance of the petro-dollar. Returning to DOGE, the DOGE is increasingly coming under criticism. Is it a federal agency or not? Is Musk in charge or not? Are the savings claimed on the DOGE site accurate or not? Regarding transparency in government, DOGE has been called “a Goldilocks entity – not an agency when it is burdensome but an agency when it is convenient.” In reality, what DOGE is apparently more about is turning US government services and agencies over to Big Tech, taking the human element out of government and instead automating it and privatizing it. Do we want ‘government by AI? DOGE is gradually being exposed as a major effort to further turn the US government into a surveillance state. As much as some readers may dislike Wikipedia, their page on DOGE is quite interesting as well.
Then, there are the Trump tariffs. This is actually one of the biggest stories illustrating the final months of Uranus’ transit through Taurus, astrologically speaking. Along with the DOGE, there is the outer story regarding the tariff trade wars (which is what they amount to) and then the inside story. Let’s just get to the inside story first, shall we? Tariffs are engineered to produce instability in world markets. What they do on their implementation is to cause wild swings in the stock markets across the world, with stock being dumped in value, and then rising again when the tariffs are walked back. For people with inside information (like big business and members of Congress), Trump’s tariffs have been a gold mine. They have been able to sell at the high points of the market, dumping stocks just before the markets crash, and then buying on the cheap as the markets rise on announcement of the reduction of tariffs. It is a rich person’s game, and Warren Buffett is a prime example of how the game is played. While the tech moguls have lost BIGLY (when in fact they are hardly worse off for it) with the imposition of the tariffs (for reasons we don’t have the space to cover here), Buffett’s fortune has increased by over $11 billion since the tariffs were introduced. But the bigger story is what Trump’s tariffs will do to the US over time. Basically, they will leave the US more isolated.
Americans are not generally aware of what happened when the tariffs were first imposed by Trump. Immediately nation after nation started adjusting their shipping lanes and clientele away from the US. The Japanese started dumping US treasuries (China has been doing that slowly for several years). Just prior to the tariffs European and other foreign delegations made trips to China to secure business deals – in defiance of US demands to cut ties with China. There is talk of reopening Nord Stream gas to Europe. Economics and trade just had a major shakeup, consistent with the transit of Uranus through Taurus. The Chinese held their ground and matched the US tariffs. The Canadians have held their ground, too. Both Canada and China express Taurean souls. And then Trump folded on China, at least for 90 days. In other words, Trump lost the gambit (must read) and displayed the fact that the tariffs were not actually about restoring jobs to the US and reducing the deficit. They were really about isolating China. This is based in the same sort of lack of good intelligence – read that as you will – in Washington that led them to provoke Russia in Ukraine, with Biden stating at the time that the Russian ruble would be reduced to rubble. The US lost that gambit, too.
You wouldn’t know it, but midterm elections are coming in the US and Republicans are getting nervous about Trump’s financial policies. It has often been said in the past that Washington is not agreement-capable. Now that the tariff trade war started nations who are more sovereign (not financially tied to the US) will be reluctant to go back to the old relationships with the US. The damage has been done.
[bookmark: _Toc198928068]Negotiations?: There was a good exchange of views on how the negotiations are going, both with Iran and Russia, with Ray McGovern and John Helmer. What comes out is that Trump is following the so-called ‘deep state’ line regarding both Russia and Iran. Trump is not dismantling the Deep State, as his followers believe. The negotiations are about keeping The Empire in place. Regarding Iran, the US has always seen Iran as a launching point for an attack on Russia, even before Israel was a state. The aim for the Washington establishment has always been to weaken Russia to the point where China can be reined in. Hence, money, intelligence and weapons keep flowing into Ukraine. Moving on to the conflicts, there too Trump keeps painting himself into a corner. Instead of cutting off aid to Ukraine, which would force Ukraine into negotiations, Team Trump is still holding to the idea that Putin will welcome some sort of deal – any deal – to end the war. But Putin holds all the cards in that conflict. The resources deal signed with Kiev has locked American interests into Ukraine into the future. The kabuki theatre around negotiations is going nowhere. Zelenskyy is playing this for all it is worth, putting up the front that it is Russia that is not serious, when all along it is the Europeans and the Washington establishment and oligarchs who want the war to continue. Zelenskyy knows he will ‘fade into obscurity’ once the war ends. The Western powers know, too, that with the defeat of NATO it means the end of the post-WWII order. It will serve to shatter NATO and the EU. The West insists on a ceasefire, but the Russians aren’t biting. The Russians are in the catbird seat and are in no rush to end the war. 
Putin had challenged Kiev to come to the negotiating table in Istanbul. But neither Kiev nor Europe has any desire to end the war, despite the fact the Ukrainian army is starting to collapse across the front. Their battlefield situation is deteriorating quickly. And when we look at the three main nations who are seeking for the war to continue – the UK, France and Germany – all of them at one point had invaded Russia, and all of them had been defeated. We can throw in the US, Poland and the Baltics for good measure. And NATO encompasses all of them. The Western powers are insisting on an unconditional ceasefire, which Russia has refused on multiple occasions. In Israel Trump has fared no better, and for similar reasons, even though he could end the genocide in Gaza with a simple phone call. And let us be clear – neither Biden nor Trump had any real objections to the genocide in Gaza. But Trump is beholden to the lobbies and the donors. That brings us to West Asia.
[bookmark: _Toc198928069]West Asia: Here we have presented in macabre detail the biggest crisis facing the West in particular at the moment. It is a moral dilemma: Should we allow Israelis to burn people in tents and starve children to death for the sake of maintaining Western hegemony? For readers of these letters, there is no dilemma. The clear answer is the Israelis have to be forced to stop. But for Western leaders, oligarchs, industrialists, weapons manufacturers and so on…yes, it is a dilemma. It shouldn’t even be a question. Where is our humanity? It is clear to the world outside the West that the leadership of the West has no moral compass. We have no human decency in allowing this to continue. So, here is the crisis: How to force the leadership of the West to rein in the Israelis. Saying again, Donald Trump could stop this with a phone call. Let that sink in. Now we see the spectre of US senators going to Israel begging the Israelis to stop and to allow food in. Why? – Because genocide and war crimes are bad for optics. What to do then? Bibi ‘caved’ to pressure and allowed thirty trucks in a week (for 2 million people, and a minimum would be 300), nine of which contained only burial shrouds for the victims. If you think this is cynical, have a listen to Gideon Levy’s and Alastair Crooke’s interviews in the suggested viewing at the end of this letter. 
Zionism is an evil that must be stopped by humanity if we are to live in a just and peaceful world. ‘Appealing’ to or ‘urging’ Israel has no effect. Peaceful protests likewise have no effect. By banning and outlawing peaceful means and conduct, as shown by the efforts of the Palestinians for years, in desperation oppressed people will result to violent means. But then, the powers that be will use that as ‘justification’ for violent suppression and doubling down on their own efforts. In saying this I do not advocate violence. To end this will take getting at the roots at its source – the financial and territorial greed that underlies it. Only then would it be possible to begin the process of educating the public as to what has happened. But at present, opinions and beliefs trump every other effort. Threats fall on deaf ears in Israel. The West gives lip service, wrings its hands and then continues to funnel arms and money to Israel. Threats and protests are simply thrown back at us as ‘antisemitism’ and are used to suppress dissent at home. Ponder on it. Intervention is required. Maybe the tide is starting to turn, but actions need to be seen. The UK, France and Canada have threatened action to allow aid in – or else (What? Sanctions? Suspension of weapons?). The only nation that acts against the genocide at present is Yemen. Major powers like Russia and China are increasingly in the spotlight for their lack of response – indeed event their backhanded support of the regime itself. When will they stand and take action to end this, if ever? 
The region has to be watched carefully over the coming weeks. Trump’s recent moves in the region are pushing it toward a dangerous escalation rather than peace. The Resistance will soon have to act unless tensions in the region are deescalated. In a recent letter it was forecast that at the end of last month the US and Israel would be at points of major crisis. That has panned out.  Trump is pressed on all sides – to end the wars, to continue the wars, the tariffs, immigration, the donors, inflation – it’s a long and growing list. But he is an old hand at reality TV. Netanyahu, on the other hand has had to throw in his last gambit to keep himself in power and out of jail – the final solution, which is to push all of the Palestinians out of Gaza. Bombing in Gaza now is the most intense it has been since October 7 of 2023. Hundreds of Palestinians are being massacred every day. IOF troops are moving in to northern Gaza. They have done this under the cover of Trump’s trip to the Gulf States. Israelis typically instigate major military campaigns when the world is otherwise distracted by other international news. This time was no exception. 
Trump has had to back out of two major initiatives – tariffs with China and bombing Yemen to protect Israel. Trump did so unilaterally, out of necessity because the costs and the stakes of continuing tariffs and of Operation Rough Rider were too high. This isn’t 5D chess, as his supporters try to imagine. The world has changed dramatically since the days of the “W” administration. There are now two very solid and undefeated states in The Resistance – Iran and Yemen. The Pentagon knows it, and now so does Trump, which is why he would much prefer to make a deal with Iran than go into a war the US would lose. The negotiations with Iran are at a dead end. It is to the point now where both sides are saying either put up or shut up.
The spin doctors have been hard at their craft over the last few weeks. We have been hearing about a split between Trump and Netanyahu and a ‘widening gulf’ between them. Don’t bet on it. The meme is deceptive. It is now appearing to have been a feint to give cover to the Israelis ad to give Washington plausible deniability. All one has to do is to watch their feet. Shortly after his honeymoon period this term Trump has made his first visit overseas, a magical mystery tour to Saudi Arabia, then to Qatar, where a $200 billion deal (citing the grossly overinflated value) for 210 Boeing passenger aircraft was inked, and finally to the UAE, where Trump was allegedly going to meet with Putin. The latter has been deferred. Since landing in Saudi Arabia he scored a $600 billion investment deal from the Saudis across military, security, economic and technological sectors. This will give a brief injection of liquidity into the US economy, which is sorely needed. On the whole the trip was more about continuing the protection racket with the Arabs and injecting more money into the American economy.
On the surface Trump will proclaim a big win from his trip. And it was a win economically, but nowhere near to the scale that has been claimed. None of the three Gulf States have anywhere near the amounts of money claimed, and their sovereign wealth funds are all tied up in Western banks. By and large, the trip was a business junket (must read), but at the same time being aimed at cajoling them to join the Abraham Accords and reinforcing the protection racket the US has over the Gulf States. It was neither a diplomatic mission nor a peace mission, but it will enrich his family and the American oligarchy. But we notice there was no BIG announcement from him thus far (the announcement about pharmaceuticals is not really all it is touted as being), which he said was coming on the 15th (comments were interesting). Trump’s trip was more about optics than substance. The deals he made are quite complex and involve past administrations as well as new deals, and all of them need to be taken with a lump of salt. And then there are the real estate deals in the three states that his sons are running behind the scenes. His trip to Saudi Arabia also gave away the entire game as it is currently playing out in the region. 
Trump’s trip also exposed quite a bit else – and there is not a whisper of remorse or admission of wrongdoing by the West in that region since before the start of WWII. But pictures speak volumes where words are inadequate. Trump met with the terrorist Jolani (interim president of Syria, Sharaa) while he was there and pledged to remove all of the sanctions against Syria (the Caesar sanctions), saying he wants to make Syria great again, in a word. Syrians were celebrating in the streets when it was announced the sanctions had been lifted. It was like celebrating one’s executioner when they give one their last meal. The US and the West destroyed Syria and have divided the nation. Rubio is now saying Syria is on the verge of civil war, which would be the fulfilment of Netanyahu’s dreams. The Russians, strange or the betrayal it might seem, have vowed to support the new government. Their air base at Hmemeimim is currently under attack by a separatist Uzbek group associated with Jolani’s forces. Syrians still in the country live under sharia law in the part controlled by Jolani. Trump described Jolani in the following terms: “Young, attractive guy. Tough guy. Strong past. Very strong past. Fighter.” Trump has urged him to join in the Abraham Accords sometime in the future. 
‘Jolani’ is used here to remind readers that ‘Sharaa’ used to be 2nd in command of ISIS/Daesh. He was the leader of the takfiri faction that had been holed up in Idlib for the past few years. Now that he has been whitewashed and everything is out in the open it is OK to shake hands and make up. Of course, Jolani was always ‘one of ours’, even though he and his people used to kill Americans and we were supposedly at war with them. Ex US Ambassador Robert Ford was one of the chief operatives in the effort to arm the ‘moderate rebels’. We hardly hear about ISIS/Daesh these days. Strange, that. Just to add a bit with Syria, it has recently emerged from talk on the ground in Syria that the Syrian army was paid off in order to allow the Jolani forces to sweep down and take over Damascus. Assad was caught off guard. The Russians had offered and tried in vain for years to upgrade the Syrian military, but Assad refused. When they saw Syrian troops standing down the Russians cut their losses and left. The pay-off of Syrian officers happened because the onerous Western sanctions had crippled the country and Assad had not been able to pay his army. The Qataris and Saudis stepped in and paid the army to stand down.
[bookmark: _Toc198928070]Iran: CNN is reporting today that ‘intelligence sources’ are claiming Israel is getting to ready to attack Iranian nuclear facilities. Apparently this was a pre-emptive ‘leak’ to offset or delay an actual strike by the Israelis. But there are some factors it would benefit us greatly to understand if such an event were to take place. Firstly, if such an attack by the Israelis were to take place, it would not be the Israelis per se who would be attacking. Israel is an American proxy, an American-European settler outpost in Palestine, for the most part funded, armed, directed and in close cooperation with American interests. If the Israelis do anything in the region it is because the American government approves of it. Be very clear about the fact. It is in American interests to exert hegemony in the region. The Israelis can do nothing, by and large, without American support. The Europeans at this point are so weakened by the war in Ukraine that they are of no real viable support for Israel. CNN is reporting that ‘Israel’ is planning such an attack only insofar as to give the US deniability of any involvement. So, when the attack draws the inevitable counterattack by the Iranians – which will be the fulfilment of their True Promise III and more – the US will no longer be able to claim deniability. If they want to save their Zionist colony, Americans will have to become embroiled. Such an Iranian counterattack would probably effectively end the siege and genocide in Gaza. Without air cover and air defences the Israelis are sitting ducks. To drive the point home, if the Israelis attack Iran, they will have Trump’s approval. The buck stops at the White House when it comes to foreign policy. There is another point.
Commentary across the internet repeats the idea that “war with Iran appears to be inevitable.” Don’t buy into it. There may be air strikes, yes, but air strikes do not a war make. The US is not in a position to wage war with Iran. Israel certainly is in no position to wage war with Iran. The US could not even bring the Houthis to heel, who are still lobbing missiles onto ships bound for Israel and into Israel itself, by the way. A war with Iran would mean an invasion force. Where would we find such a force these days? We are overstretched as it is. And then we would have to get them there. If memory serves, it took months to mount the logistics and troop concentrations to go to war with Iraq. The Arab states would not allow that these days, fearing their own infrastructure would be destroyed by Iran. The Arab states are in the process of making peace with Iran anyway. Iran is not weak. Iran is a sovereign, powerful, technologically advanced nation. It is the lack of intelligence in the West – again, read that as you will – that is telling the folks in Washington and Tel Aviv that Iran is ripe for the picking. OK. To borrow an acronym, FAFO. If Iran is attacked, that will bring on the next major crisis, which would be a world financial crisis, destroying the Western-style derivatives markets. We have examined this before – closure of the Strait of Hormuz, financial crash due to lack of oil, major military strikes from Iran on American and Israeli bases used to attack Iran, and mounting casualties on the American side. If one doesn’t believe that would happen, refer back to the aforementioned acronym. Maybe all this needs to happen. We have reached the point in these conflicts where reason and common sense is no longer at play in the West. War with Iran is impossible, even from a logistical standpoint. War with Iran? – forget it.
The negotiations between Iran and the US, such as they are, rest on three main points, all red lines for the Iranians and the West – no nuclear program in Iran, an end to their missile program and ending alleged support for Iran’s proxies, a.k.a. The Resistance. These are all non-starters for the Iranians. With the Iranian refusals of the three points, what then? The Israelis know Iran will refuse them. So do the hawks in Washington, which is why they are being pushed. But so long as there are talks, strikes against Iran are averted. Do not expect a return to the JCPOA. Even if Trump was able to secure some sort of deal Congress would have to approve it, which would be strongly in doubt. Trump has threatened a 500% tariff on any nation buying Iranian oil, which essentially is directed at China. But that would also affect India and South Korea as the next-largest importers of Iranian oil. The Iranian reply to such an idea was swift: “OK, if you want to stop the sale of our oil, we will close the Strait of Hormuz. Then you can pay sky-high prices for a barrel of oil,” or words to that effect. Trump is blustering. He would probably never follow through on his threats, but anything is possible. But if threats don’t work, there are always false flags.
There is a hidden reason why the US wants to strip Iran of its ability to enrich uranium even to 1%. You will never hear it mentioned, because it involves a class of weapons using fissile material. Those weapons have been used in Iraq, the Balkans, Lebanon and Gaza by NATO and the Israelis. By denying Iran access to uranium enrichment it also would deny them access to such weapons. But the thing is, there is a fatwa against the development and use of such weapons in Iran. We will not discuss this further here, as it is really inconsequential in terms of Iranian capabilities, although they do have the technical knowhow to produce such weapons. The only thing I would add is that such weapons are not weapons of mass destruction. They are used for tactical precision strikes. But the effects linger. They are part of a toxic cocktail that produces what has loosely been called ‘Gulf War syndrome’. There is a book that explores the subject.[endnoteRef:3] This is mentioned here for the hidden reason, mentioned, as well as for veterans who fought in the 1991 Gulf War and civilians from war zones who might be suffering from the syndrome or other strange symptoms. Moving on, we came close once again to facing the spectre of nuclear war between two nuclear states – India and Pakistan. The roots of that conflict go back a long way, and the British have played a large hand in the causes for it, back to the days when India was a British colony. [3:  Torrealta and Giudice, The Secret of the Three Bullets, (2014) Walterville, OR, Trine Day LLC] 

[bookmark: _Toc198928071]Kashmir, India and Pakistan: You may have heard about the little incident in Kashmir that almost provoked a nuclear exchange between India and Pakistan (2nd bullet point under current events). Thankfully, that seems to be dissipating, with both India and Pakistan removing their troops from their shared borders. They have resumed their border crossing ceremony – choreographed, theatrical anger instead of armed combat. We hope it stays that way. The present episode suspiciously coincides with Washington’s efforts at seeking to contain China and disrupt its economic development and might. There are suggestions of American and Israeli connivance behind it. India sides with the Zionists regarding Gaza and Israel, while Pakistan sides with China. The British partition of India had several back stories, as such events usually do.[endnoteRef:4] Pakistan was meant to be a buffer state between India (British interests) and the Soviet Union. The United States had a hand in that, as it was the start of the Cold War at the time. The British played the religious card in the partition. Thus Pakistan’s troublesome journey began. There is a blog post on the partition and the astrology of the two nations, starting with the revocation by India of Article 370 of their constitution. Kashmir has a particular interest for the United States because it borders India, Pakistan and China. Unrest there can be used to disrupt the BRICS and the Belt and Road Initiative. Kashmir has been called ‘Gaza in the Himalayas’. The population is largely Muslim, while India is ruled by Hindu nationalists (Hinduvta). [4:  The Shadow of the Great Game: The Untold Story of India's Partition (2009) London, New York, Harper Collins pubs] 

The present conflict was more about optics than anything, with Modi hoping for a quick and overwhelming strike against Pakistan, which he could then sell to the public. It did not quite work out that way. Modi rushed into the conflict after the terrorist incident by proclamation – no investigation, facts be damned:
“No group claimed responsibility, no investigation followed, no evidence was released. But New Delhi, undeterred by the absence of facts, scripted its own narrative. In this state-sponsored spectacle, truth is neither sought nor necessary. The only thing that matters is momentum—toward escalation, toward conflict, toward the mythic idea of national purification through violence.”
So, India launched Operation Sindoor, a supposed counterterrorism strike, which was actually more about theatre than necessity. The Kasmiris were the victims. The article just quoted gives the rundown. But India and the West got a surprise, and not a nice one. Pakistan stood up and counterattacked. The aerial dogfight that followed caught the West and India off guard in more ways than one. The Pakistani armed forces are armed with Chinese weapons – integrated systems, game-changers in the region – whereas the Indian forces use a hodgepodge of US, European and Russian systems, none of them integrated. The Pakistanis downed multiple Indian aircraft, including three French Rafael fighters. Rafael Industries’ stock fell on the news, while Chinese stocks rose. And the Chinese fighters were export models and not even newer ones. Upon news of the Pakistani showing Marco Rubio was on the phone to Modi:
“Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Dar confirmed the script, Rubio picked up the phone, Riyadh balanced the optics, Ankara drafted the quiet clause. The Americans, Saudis, and Turks rushed in to cool India’s fever, not because Pakistan asked but because Delhi couldn’t stabilize the board. Not one concession was extracted from Islamabad. Pathankot still smolders. The grid still flickers. The narrative holds. Diplomacy didn’t broker this pause, containment did. India didn’t hold the line. It collapsed behind it. A paper tiger hemorrhaging in public doesn’t negotiate, it stalls, hoping no one sees the wounds. Pakistan didn’t flinch. It didn’t fold. It escalated, absorbed, and redrew the board.”
Given what happened, Washington and the Pentagon are likely re-thinking going up against China, or even Iran for that matter, seeing what happened with the Houthis. Pepe Escobar gave a good summary of the geopolitical roundup. No one wins at a conflict between India and Pakistan. Heaven help us if they ever do go to war. But the Americans and British will continue to keep the region just unstable enough to delay the inevitable completion of Eurasian integration.
[bookmark: _Toc198928072]Ukraine: Probably the biggest news regarding Ukraine are the negotiations and phone call, the latter which we will get to. Putin thwarted any talk of EU/NATO troops going to Ukraine by calling for negotiations, as well as side-lining for the moment any further sanctions. But instead of Putin himself actually attending the Russians sent the same negotiating team to Istanbul that was there for the 2022 negotiations. These first negotiations in three years were intended for the two sides to feel things out. The Ukrainians demanded an unconditional month-long ceasefire. They have a long list of demands, actually, all unacceptable to the Russians – NATO membership, withdrawal of Russian troops from the Donbas regions, war reparations – all of which means the Russians will continue the war. Medinsky, the lead Russian negotiator, went straight to the point:
“We don’t want war, but we are ready to fight for a year, two, three – as long as it takes. We fought with Sweden for 21 years [the Great Northern War, 1700-1721, as it is known in Russia]. How long are you ready to fight?”
The negotiations on an end to the war in Ukraine will stumble back and forth. Trump claims to be a mediator in the conflict when in fact it was the US that armed Ukraine and pushed the war via NATO expansion that provoked the war in the first place. But this is old news. Trump could end that war, too, by stepping away from any aid to Ukraine, including the ISR intelligence and leave the Russians and Ukrainians to sort it out. But then the US and Europeans would have to accept the results, which would be a loss of the entire Eurasian land mass by the Empire. That doesn’t mean Russia will control it. It simply means Europe (as in the nations of Europe) will have a chance at a new future, sans Pax Americana. Washington and London would lose control of Europe via NATO and the EU. Zelenskyy is adamant (for now) that Russian demands are entirely unacceptable. The only thing gained in the Istanbul negotiations was a trade of 1000 prisoners of war on both sides. That is the majority of Russian prisoners held by Ukraine, while the Russians hold many thousands more of Ukrainian prisoners. 
A few days later Trump and Putin held a two-hour phone conversation. Although the call was cordial, nothing was gained. With the signing of the resources deal between Washington and Kiev, and with Trump continuing to send weapons to Ukraine, he has taken ownership of the war. He can no longer rightfully claim it to be ‘Biden’s war’. Russian soldiers on the front line interviewed around that time stated they were opposed to any ceasefire and negotiations until enough territory under Russian control was gained in order that they or their children never had to fight the war again. The cause of the war was NATO expansion, under Washington’s and London’s primary direction. Removing that root cause, as well as Ukraine’s involvement in it, would end the war. For now, sadly, the war continues.
[bookmark: _Toc198928073]In conclusion, there has been a large influx of light in recent years. For some people it has been a help, while yet for others it has brought instability. We enter a new era from this year forward. What it will bring eventually is peace and a more cooperative interchange between nations. We just need to get past this little patch of challenges first. There is the matter of finishing the military operation in Ukraine, which by the look of things will take the rest of this year at least. But that could happen quicker. Resolution of that conflict, whether by a negotiated settlement or with Ukraine’s capitulation, will be the key to Europe’s future. That in turn will change the financial structure of the Western nations as well as to bring in a new security architecture for Europe. The elitist leaders in Europe we have now will likely be gone at that point. We see the pressure for that extant now, and it is gaining momentum. So, for the remainder of this decade we see a more turbulent period. It is best to see these next years ahead as the labor pains of the birth of a new renaissance in Europe. There will be sweeping political changes in the process.
As for Asia, the key to resolving that issue is the defeat and ousting of the Zionists, which means also Washington. The suffering in West Asia is heightened at the moment, with crystallized and ancient opinions and karma at the point of being shattered. At the same time the seeds of a rebirth are there, too. The Empire has a choice: Either fight a war that will bring about its dissolution, or not fight a war, which will see its dissolution anyway. Sic transit gloria mundi – thus passes the glory of the world. Future historians will likely say that West Asia is where The Empire turned back to sand, recalling a song lyric. The Empire is already fracturing. By ‘Empire’ we mean the post-WWII hegemonic order, centered in Washington, New York and London. That defeat is much closer than we might suppose, and a mere spark could bring it to pass. The moral defeat has already happened. Once the morals collapse the demise of the rest comes quickly. 
The cycles turn, and with them the destiny of humanity and nations. There is no escaping it. And though humanity on the whole may seem cowed and numbed at the moment, the will for instituting better conditions is being forged in the fires of our purgation. Looking back over the last few decades, the changes seen across the international order have been startling, both in their scope and their rapidity. But already the form of the emerging order is apparent. It has only to be filled with a renewed sense of our shared humanity, our sovereignty and our purpose. We have heard in the past that, “These are the times that try men’s souls.”[endnoteRef:5] It was a line written at the start of the last cycle of empires, in 1776. But we posit this time around that line has a new meaning: “These are the times that souls try men,” meaning humanity. Are we, as humans living through our personalities, up to the tasks of decrying empire, of seeking justice for the oppressed, cooperation instead of conflict, and otherwise shining our light in every dark corner, spurred onward in those tasks in search of the relief and release of a suffering world? Our souls call upon us in these days. Do we hear that still inner voice in the midst of the storms around us? Let us listen, and then move to act thereby.  [5:  Written by Thomas Paine in late December 1776. It is the opening line of his essay "The American Crisis".] 

Wesak blessings,
Malvin
[bookmark: _GoBack]23 May 2025
malvin@malvinartley.com
These letters are sent as a service. If you wish to be added to or deleted from the mailing list let me know. Feel free to pass them along, but do so without charge or alteration.
Suggested viewing:
The Chris Hedges Report: Emptying Gaza (w/ Norman Finkelstein) 
Counter Currents: Israel’s Deadly Game: Is War Coming? Crooke on Iran and The Resistance
The Grayzone: 'A battle between right and wrong': Houthi spokesman on confronting the US and Israel 
Judging Freedom: Alastair Crooke: Trump and War 
Judging Freedom: Alastair Crooke : Trump Can't Seem to Make a Deal. 
Judging Freedom: Alastair Crooke : My Week in Tehran
Judging Freedom: Sachs on the origins of COVID 
Judging Freedom: Israel in moral meltdown Crooke
Dialogue Works: Scott Ritter: Reality Hits Hard: Yemen Targets the U.S. Navy - Trump’s Wake-Up Call in Ukraine 
Dialogue Works: Iran’s Military Posture, Yemen's MASSIVE Victory & Vance’s Pushback on Russia
Dialogue Works: Alarming Signs the American Empire Is Crumbling Before Our Eyes Wolff and Hudson (must see)
Afripost: Ibrahim Traoré is too big for America. Africa is awakening.
What’s Going on with Shipping?: US Port Update - May 1, 2025 | Latest Supply Chain and Freight Indicators (If you want to know about trade and shipping this is a go-to site.)
MOATS: THE ART OF THE KNEEL with George Galloway (on Iran and the Sahel)
Professor Jeffrey Sachs at European Parliament: ‘Europe needs an independent foreign policy’
