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Greetings Everyone!

Spring has finally arrived in our fair city. The temperatures are much milder. The flowering trees are all in bloom, especially the cherry trees that line some of our streets. The city is quite lovely when everything is in bloom. The hay fever that comes with it is not so lovely. The Tuesday market street vendors are doing a bang-up business these days as people finally dare to venture out of their houses. And of particular note this spring is the presence of Venus in the evening sky. I like to watch it on the Western horizon when it is dark enough as it slowly sinks to sit at the mountain peak in the distance, setting just after nightfall. Then there is Jupiter at the apex of the evening sky, with Mars a little further to the east. But Venus is the star of the evening sky, as in the most prominent and celebrated this year. It is in its Hesperus phase – the ingathering of wisdom – and in its retrograde phase, soon to join Mercury in its retrograde phase with the Sun on the 23rd of this month. Mercury makes its retrograde station the day after the full moon. The year thus far has been an interesting interval for astronomers, and for astrologers, too, as we will examine here a little later.
With the commencement of spring, and speaking of getting out of the house, my wife and I did something we had net done since before the pandemic – we went to the movies. Of course we do get out and about on a regular basis, but this particular event followed upon International Women’s Day. Normally, films are screened here either too late (because of work the next day) or because the weekend showings are just too crowded. We have been remiss as a result. Neither of us much like crowds. But we decided to take a chance anyway. Life has been busy and somewhat demanding lately and we needed a break, and something light. So, we went to one of the latest offerings. Once we were seated the audience started filing in and after everyone was seated my wife did a count of the attendees. Out of a little over 50 people (It was a Sunday evening.), I was one of only three men in the audience. Yeah, it was a ‘chick flick’, or ‘romcom’, if you like. The genre is not my cup of tea. I prefer science fiction, a good drama and documentaries. But we thought the film may be divertente (fun), so off we went. We began to notice a ways into the film that there was very little laughter from the audience, though – non era divertente. As well, and as it turned out in the end, the film was not a stupidaggine (silliness). It left the audience in a very reflective mood instead. There were no smiles and gaiety as people left. The film pressed a lot of buttons in people, as the saying goes. And no, I won’t spoil it for you and tell you what the name of the film was. You will have to guess.
In reality (as much as films can be) this particular film would have been a good one for Buddhists. It reflected life as it is, full of ups and downs, joys and sadness, family life and so on. Most of all, though, the film spoke of impermanence and attachments, the folly of expectations and proscriptions, and that matters rarely turn out the way we expect. There are always twists of fate, unexpected gems, alternatives that are presented to us as a better path than the ones we may have wanted, dealing with attachments and the need to detach from sentiments when needed. And it spoke of growing in wisdom borne of experience – like Venus Hesperus. But as you may have guessed, this segues into our current theme, which is Pisces – the one sign of the zodiac that most exemplifies the qualities and experiences just mentioned.
Pisces: In our modern, Western view of the zodiac Pisces is normally represented as a more passive and sensitive sign. The modern assignation of its ruling planet is Neptune. But from the standpoint of esoteric astrology, Neptune serves mainly to focus the influences of Pisces
 at a purely collective level, not through individuals except in the advanced stages of discipleship. This is quite a different matter to actually ruling over the sign for individuals. In both esoteric and traditional astrology, Jupiter is the orthodox ruler of the sign for individuals, where worldly matters trump spiritual aspirations.
 There is a point to this distinction, mentioned in a bit. But most astrologers assign Neptune as the ruler of Pisces, which gives rise to certain misinterpretations regarding the sign. Pisceans are seen as mystical, wavering, soft, emotional, other-worldly, sweet, kind, giving, always eager for self-sacrifice for others, devoted, demanding of little – hence the connection of Neptune to the sign regarding the more psychic qualities. Instead of Neptune, the self-sacrificing and giving qualities point instead to the magnanimous and giving nature of Jupiter. Jupiter is the planet that transmits the 2nd ray, the ‘ray of community’, it might be called. It is the planet of fusion and cohesion. In the one sense it consolidates mass. In human terms it is the ‘wealth-giving’ planet. In spiritual terms Jupiter represents the union of the soul and the personality. In that respect Jupiter represents the wealth of wisdom gained through experience.
Pisceans are often found where large groups of people are concerned through the rulership of the sign by Jupiter. Jupiter is like a magnet, drawing people together. By their willingness to give and to serve Pisceans can be found as organizers, especially in terms of human resources. Because of their receptivity they are able to read a crowd very well, so long as they are able to wall off and distinguish between their own reactions and the emotions of people around them. Jupiter, due to its ‘esoteric gravity’ is able to suck everything into its orbit and assimilate diverse factors when dealing with people. As such, Pisces types (Sun and Ascendant) exhibit reserve, inner composure and receptivity to all kinds of influences. In general, they are patient, serene and philosophical people. The situation and outlook on life by Pisces types changes when the esoteric rulers come into influence – that is to say, when the consciousness of the Piscean has evolved to the point where they can respond to the energies of Neptune and Pluto, the latter being the esoteric and the ultimate ruler of the sign. Neptune’s influence in Pisces is another matter, in that it influences and governs the overall content of the astral nature in people and thereby one’s psychic sensitivity. There is more.
Esoteric Pisces: Esoterically, when the Pisces is at the more advanced stages of discipleship, the outer world loses its appeal and a very concerted effort develops in order to free oneself from restrictions, and obstacles to liberation from the wheel of life and death (samsara) and full enlightenment. Pluto becomes the primary planet guiding the consciousness of the Pisces at that point. The effort then is a sequential and forceful disconnection from the pull of the world (meaning the personality) in the process of clearing away even the most subtle obscurations to omniscience. Whereas the Jupiterian rulership establishes the connection between the soul and the personality (symbolized by the cord that binds the two fishes in the sign’s symbol), the rulership of Pluto represents the severing of that cord, meaning liberation from samsara. But it means even more. At that point, when the cord is severed, there are no longer any attachments at all – to things, to people, to groups, even to this Earth. Yet, the desire (if we can call it that) to save sentient beings from their suffering is so strong that Pisces represents a World Savior, who wilfully incarnates to relieve the spiritual suffering of all beings on Earth. And in the background as this process is ongoing, we have the activity of Neptune clarifying the astral nature and allowing buddhi (intuition) to be transmitted thereby. There is a resonance between the astral and buddhic planes.
Onward to revelation: Consider the following verses, from the Book of Revelation:

“(12) “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to what they have done. (13) I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. (14) “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. (15) Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. (16) “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” (17) The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life.”

Every Piscean already holds the seed of renunciation within. In terms of the approach we have taken in this latest series of these letters, seeing the zodiac as an archetypal process on the path to liberation and full enlightenment, in the Pisces phase one is already a full Renunciate, having undertaken the 4th initiation at the end of the Aquarian phase, that of the Great Renunciation. Even the soul in incarnation has been ‘renounced’ (set free/returned to its source). There is no longer a causal body, as Theosophist know it. There is instead a direct transmission of force and communication from the Monad to the brain consciousness. There is also no longer an astral body. It has been completely dispersed in the process of purification. ‘There is no more sea’, in a manner of speaking. This takes place on the 3rd and 4th Buddhist paths, where desire is transformed from the personal to the desire to be of service. This was fulfilled in Aquarius in our current model. There remains only one more step, the 5th Path, that of ‘no-more-learning’, leading to the initiation of ‘The Revelation’, the status of a Master of the Wisdom. We have thereby come full circle in the zodiac, which brings us to consider the quote, above.
What we have in these verses can be seen as the next stage in the zodiac after Aquarius. The bolded text is the most pertinent to the way we have examined the signs of the zodiac in the most recent letters. We will take those bolded bits one-by-one and weave them into a synthesis, not necessarily in order in the verses. ‘I am the Alpha and Omega’ can be read astrologically as the cusp of Pisces/Aries – 0° of Aries. Aries is the first sign, archetypally, of stepping onto what we call The Path, having ‘reversed the wheel’ many lifetimes ago in Libra. Aries is the Alpha of the zodiacal signs, that of beginnings, ‘The first’. At the end of the Pisces experience we have returned to our primordial state of universal consciousness, from whence we came over our long experiences in samsara/rebirth. At last – ‘the last’ we become one in universal consciousness with the World Teacher, represented by Jesus in the New Testament. In Buddhist terms, we have attained Buddha-consciousness, having fulfilled our karma and dharma. We have ‘become Omega’.
The only remaining effort needed in the Pisces phase under our consideration is to complete the ‘washing of our robes’ – removing the final obstacles to the full realization of our Buddha-nature (full enlightenment). These, in reality, are represented by the Solar Angel, the soul on its own plane. But in the physical nature it is no longer necessary, since the need to incarnate has been removed. Instead, the focus has moved to the ‘subtle robes’, which are those of the Solar Angel. It is said that the Solar Angel (atma-buddhi-manas) is an initiate of all degrees and already perfect. But from the perspective of the Monad – our Buddha-nature – such is not the case. The Solar Angel exists on planes below that of the Monad and must therefore be transcended in order to attain full enlightenment. We must transcend even nirvana. Those planes of the Solar Angel in Buddhism are the realms of the gods and demi-gods. As such, they represent a type of incarnation, too, and they have stood as a sort of waystation of transmission between the Monad and the brain consciousness. They have also represented an avenue of service, as well as ultimate realms of suffering. The aim in Pisces is to set the Solar Angel free as well  -- the supreme act of individual service.
The ‘tree of life’ is our very Buddha-nature, the fountain of all-knowledge, all-wisdom, all-power, poured forth (accessed) for all who thirst after it. By this final cleansing of the robes we are able to freely come and go through ‘the gates of the city’, which we might surmise to be Shamballa, the star Sirius or even past the periphery of our solar system and local universe in terms of consciousness. The ‘bright morning star’ is known as the Luciferian (Light-bringing) phase of Venus, that planet representing the higher Self of our Earth. It presages the birth of a New Day, a rebirth into higher consciousness. The ‘Spirit and the bride’ (the Monad and the soul) beckon us, as incarnating beings bound to the wheel of life and death, to drink from the waters of life and liberate ourselves from our own suffering, thereby liberating others. They beckon us to follow the examples of the great World Teachers, thereby ‘attaining Omega’. But the World Teacher in this case says the moment of return is coming – and soon. Anyone with experience is such matters knows that ‘soon’ can mean within days or even millennia. When the student is ready, the teacher appears. 
Why are we waiting?: What the Teacher awaits before returning is the awakening of a real thirst within enough of humanity for the water of life. Where have we heard that phrase ‘water of life’ before?: Yes, in Aquarius. Perhaps we have to wait for the Aquarian Age to more fully unfold before the Teacher appears. But in the meantime, what we need to do to hasten the reappearance is to ‘become very thirsty’ and to undertake a more concerted ‘cleaning of our robes’. We will leave these considerations for now for contemplation. As it stands we have completed another round of such investigations as we have undertaken in these recent letters. A New Day awaits us as we assess the wisdom, or lack thereof, we have gained over this Phase of the Forerunner. For now we move on to the full moon and what is being presented to us in our current events.
The full moon takes place 14 March 2025 at 06:55 UTC (4:55 pm AEDT). This full moon is also a total lunar eclipse. There is a post on the dynamics and effects of the eclipse on the blog site. Foregoing a full reading for this full moon we have the following excerpt from the blog post:
“The Sabian symbols for the degrees of the eclipse axis are as follows:

· The Moon: Mary and her little lamb (24° Virgo)

· The Sun: On a small island surrounded by the vast expanse of the sea, people are seen living in close interaction. (24° Pisces)

Seeing that the Moon is the focal point of the chart, the Sabian symbol, the aspects to the Moon and the midpoints by the Moon are of the most importance. The symbol points toward maintaining our calmness and innocence in the face of all that confronts us. It is a call to non-violence in response to all situations. The trine to Uranus calls for original thinking and the instigation of new orders, especially along humanitarian lines.

Given the Moon faces off against the large stellium in Pisces (ruling oceans/the sea), we might surmise this eclipse will have significance for trans-Atlantic relations. We know also the old saying, ‘no man is an island, entire of itself…’ In fact, given the war in Ukraine and the increasing tensions in Palestine, it is worth revisiting the entire quote, from John Donne:

“No man is an island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main. If a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is the less, as well as if a promontory were, as well as if a manor of thy friend's or of thine own were: any man's death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind, and therefore never send to know for whom the bells tolls; it tolls for thee.”

The Moon is conjunct the south node, meaning this eclipse is also implicated in the finishing of affairs and bringing up the past for examination. We know a path toward ending the war in Ukraine is beginning to be addressed, for example, though it is also likely to be at least months away yet. But the suffering there and across Europe (including Russia) has become too much and must end. It will be much the same in any individual’s affairs…”
Furthermore, from looking at the planetary dynamics for the entire year, there is the following to consider throughout Trump’s 2nd term in office. Since the Aquarian soul of the US is seeking further expression and the eclipse affects the current US administration, and as well because both Uranus (ruling Aquarius) and Pluto (ruling Pisces) are involved, as well as the Trump administration’s Neptune being highlighted in this eclipse, there is a planetary combination that bears consideration. The following is from the blog post for the planetary indicators for 2025:

“Of particular interest is the midpoint Nep=Ura/Plu, one of long duration. At the 2° orb this one came into effect on 4 July 2024 and will be in effect for all of 2025. It will persist in varying degrees of intensity throughout next year, 2027 and through to August of 2028 – throughout Trump’s 2nd term in office. From the middle of this year the configuration is that of a soft triangle with Neptune at the exact midpoint of a trine between Uranus and Pluto, signalling a more positive transformation in world affairs – toward cooperation instead of confrontation. The triangle will separate in December. In the first week of August this year Saturn will join Neptune at the midpoint, opposed by Mars, signalling a crisis, after which matters will settle. The full moon of August (Festival of Sirius) contains that configuration and shows an extraordinary figure, which will be addressed at the time. It will mark a pronounced change in world affairs, a likely schism between some powers, as well as more organized, potent and positive emerging organizations between other powers. This midpoint marks the true emergence of a ‘new world order’. Opinions vary greatly as to what that might be. Some idea of the meaning of the midpoint can be gleaned from the following, from Reinhold Ebertin:

Uranus/Pluto: “+ The attainment of great objectives by an immense application of effort, the bringing of new things into being, the creation of new conditions of living.

- Acts of violence, upsets, subversive activities, putting the gun to someone's head, the enforcement of decisions, an accident.

Nep=Ura/Plu: A sympathetic understanding of other people, the knowledge of human nature, deep study of a subject of special interest, the inclination to delve into the Supernatural Realms. - Insecurity and uncertainty, unfulfilled wishes, fatigue, nervous diseases (neuroses).”

All of the above will apply, according to peoples’, groups’ and nations’ inclinations. From 6 July until mid-November the same combination occurs, except it appears as Plu=Ura/Nep, indicating increasing confusion:

“A person who is influenced or impressed very easily by others. The inclination to remain at the mercy of external conditions and circumstances without trying to make a firm stand. - The abandonment of resistance, the necessity to give in, great losses, calamities, catastrophes.”
 

The reality of plans put in place since the start of this year will force changes and abandonment of initiatives in favor of a more realistic view. Pluto, representing oligarchies, will force a period of reckoning over those months and onward. It could also mark a period of revolutionary upheaval…”

From here we move on to current events and what is unfolding. There is much to cover.

Current events: the following events have taken place since 24 Feb this year:

· Zelenskyy walked into an ambush in the White House. The wider world was appalled. World leaders will be reticent to visit the US. (It’s not how diplomacy is done.) Yellow and blue hearts with ‘I stand with Ukraine’ were awash on social media in the US, while Trump supporters cheered for Trump. This was ‘art of the deal’ performance art. More below….

· The WEF ‘Young Global Leaders’ and the Brussels crowd have decided it will be a really nifty idea to rearm Europe to the teeth, destroy the social safety net in Western Europe and go to war with Russia. At the very least they want to ensure the war in Ukraine goes on ‘to the last Ukrainian’, and for ‘as long as it takes’. Just so you know, Russia poses no military threat to the rest of Europe. There is quite a bit to say about this, too, below…
· There are still ongoing meetings in West Asia between various factions regarding the release of hostages in Palestine, between Ukraine and the US, between Russia and the US and so on as we begin to move toward the resolution of the world’s two major hot conflicts.
· There was agreement between Washington and Kiev on a ceasefire, which the Russians have repeatedly said they will not accept. Basically, this is a setup, in order that Russia can be blamed for continuing the war. The response was already scripted across the political and media pundits in the West…”The ball is now in Russia’s court.” The West does ceasefires like the Israelis. In reality it is up to the West to stop the war, as in giving up. More on the ceasefire deal below…
· Arab leaders endorsed a $53bn plan by Egypt to rebuild Gaza. The US and Israel immediately rejected it, as expected. Hamas endorsed the plan.

· Firefly Aerospace became the first commercial company to successfully land on the Moon with no technical issues, with its Blue Ghost Mission 1. There should be some fantastic views of the eclipse on the 14th from that one.
· NASA just flew its Parker Solar Probe through the outer atmosphere of the Sun and recorded the solar wind. The probe is currently in the constellation of Pisces, conjunct Neptune (as of 11 March). Science marches on, regardless of politics.

· Colossal Biosciences has bio-engineered the first woolly mice (They’re very cute, too – the mice, that is), in an effort to recreate (‘de-extinct’) the woolly mammoth. They aim to terra-form the tundra with the de-extincted mammoths to reduce climate change based on the woolly mammoth’s grazing characteristics. I am not making this up.
· There is an ongoing uprising by forces loyal to the defunct Assad regime in the Latakia province of Syria against the HTS regime in Damascus. The result was a four day pogrom against Alawites and Christians by the HTS ‘government’ in Damascus. Thousands of Alawites were massacred. Over 10,000 fled to northern Lebanon. The only help came from the Russians, who sheltered over 7,000 at their air base in Latakia. The videos coming out of Syria are horrific, taken by the HTS terrorists themselves. They were obviously quite happy with their work. There is media silence across the West, with the EU going so far as to blame the massacres on the Alawites, the same as the Israelis blame the genocide on the Palestinians. Syria under HTS is quickly becoming a genocidal ethno-state.
· Greenlanders just voted in their parliamentary elections. The result points toward an eventual independence from Denmark. But they are opposed to becoming the 51st state of the US. No one in Greenland wants to join the US. 
· The foreign ministers of the G7 group met in Charlevoix on March 12 to 14. They issued a joint statement, one which sounds like it was drafted by the US State Department and British establishment. It was replete with Atlanticist talking points – ‘territorial integrity’, ‘freedom and democracy’, ‘freedom of navigation’, ‘Israel’s right to defend itself’, and so on. With the above as a starting point, we start our wider look with current US policy.
Strategic ambiguity: There is a tactic in all sorts of conflicts known as ‘strategic ambiguity’. The basic meaning or measure is to keep one’s opponent always guessing and unsure of how to proceed in a contest, whether it be a simple argument or actual warfare itself. Some comment makes the point that Trump is practicing strategic ambiguity when it comes to the conflicts in which the US is closely embedded. It is a tactic he has long practiced, one it is claimed got North Korea to the bargaining table. It is a combination of bold threats and moves to start, followed by seeming backtracks, like we just saw with the plan to take over Gaza. Yet, widely unreported, the US and Israel are pressuring East African nations to take in displaced Palestinians. The aim with such ambiguity is to eventually numb people to it and normalize it. 

Astrologically this ambiguity is shown in Trump’s chart by the Gemini Sun in combination with the Mars/Leo Ascendant conjunction. If it is so, then Trump’s ambiguity destabilizes ally and foe alike. So, is Trump a master strategist as his supporters believe, or is he simply unstable and thereby easily influenced? We won’t go into an analysis of his chart here, but his chart does show that what we have with Trump is a combination of said strategic ambiguity, along with a mind that is easily distracted and suggestible. The problem with strategic ambiguity is that to be effective it has to be used sparingly, at precise times in a conflict. With Trump we have it all the time. What happens then is that the administration appears to be undependable and productive of instability worldwide, like we are seeing with the ‘Trump Slump’. In part, the slump in the NYSE we just saw is part of a 4 – 7 year cycle in capitalism. But the slump was also due in part to Trump’s unpredictability, also in part due to the West’s neoliberal decline and Trump’s ever-present threat of sanctions. 

No leader is able to act alone, including – perhaps especially – Trump. It is the same for every world leader. Even dictators have to have a powerful group on their side in order to enforce policy or edicts. Some of the key members of the Trump team are very focused and ambitious people. Vance, Hegseth, Gabbard (who just defanged a group of ex intelligence officials) and Rubio immediately come to mind. To stay in place they have, to an extent, to follow Trump’s lead. Putin, Xi and other leaders likewise have their supporting teams, the same time at which the leader has to toe a certain line. Otherwise they are eventually deposed. Trump’s practice as revealed over time allows for distracting events that keep the focus off what is really in play with this administration.

There is a remedy to counter strategic ambiguity. When one is faced with it one has to stand firm if one has the capacity to do so and to keep reasserting one’s principles in the face of it, like we see in the case of foreign policy with the BRICS nations. When one engages in the guessing game then the game is won by the opponent. We just witnessed this with the kabuki theatre of the proposed ceasefire deal put forward by Rubio, which was summarily shot down, very diplomatically, by Vladimir Putin. This is covered shortly here. However in the US, part of the cause of the Trump Slump has been provoked by the actions of the DOGE, producing massive insecurity in government institutions. People may cheer, for instance, that USAID has been dismantled. But then we find out in reality it is still up and running. It has just been repurposed and placed under control of the State Department. At this point we need to have an update on Musk and the DOGE.
Musk: Def: a: a substance with a penetrating persistent odor obtained from a sac beneath the

abdominal skin of the male musk deer and used as a perfume fixative

also : a similar substance from another animal or a synthetic substitute

b: the odor of musk

also : an odor resembling musk especially in heaviness or persistence
c: An expat South African billionaire currently associated with the Trump administration who is becoming increasingly ‘on the nose’ with the American public and politicians.

Americans should become aware (we are, rapidly) of just what is going on with Elon Musk, the DOGE and the Trump administration regarding the so-called ‘revolution’ in the US. In reality it is a rebranding. The DOGE is not part of a revolution in the US. It is a mechanism – a trick – put in pace to cut taxes on corporations and the wealthy, and to keep it that way. There are a series of short videos by economist Richard Wolff that takes the economic policies of this administration apart, one-by-one. What is going on in America is not so much in the nature of a revolution, but instead more closely resembles a coup by the oligarchs and corporations. This ties in with Ukraine.
The ambush: From the first bullet point above, what we saw at the White House between Trump, Vance and Zelenskyy was theatre, when we bring the event down to its essence. Zelenskyy was there for his part to try to secure more support for Ukraine, whereas Trump was seeking to wrangle a deal for resources for the US, supposedly as part of seeking an end to the war. As events are beginning to show, there is no prospect for a more immediate end to the war. As Trump stated to Zelenskyy at that session, Zelenskyy has no cards. Ukraine has lost the war to the Russians. BlackRock is busy buying up Ukrainian land and industry to secure a lasting US presence in Ukraine along with renewed resources. The façade around Ukraine is rapidly coming down:

“But this exchange highlights precisely the main takeaway—which is that the artificially constructed image of Zelensky is no longer useful, and has been tossed away like a used rag. All the false bravado and olive drab khakis—it all served a purpose for the past three years, with Zelensky built up like some kind of John Rambo-Churchill. The ‘sacred’ attire would have never been questioned before, because it represented the theater of it all, the carefully stage-managed production. Now that the play has run its course, failing to turn a profit, the ‘act’ has grown old and we’re immediately allowed a view under the costume.”

Zelenskyy is between a rock and a hard place. His moves are scripted by the British, with whom he has signed a 100-year pact – illegally, we might add, because Zelenskyy and the regime are not legitimate – to secure British presence in Ukraine via the ports, power plants and nuclear facilities. As we come to the end of this war the original intent of the provocation for it by the West is clear – to have NATO plus a huge resource base right on Russia’s border, along with control of the Black Sea. Now we hear NATO membership for Ukraine is off the table. Zelenskyy was a sitting duck at the White House that day. It was said that Vance spoke out of turn, provoking the incident, but we might have our doubts about that. The US knows about the 100-year deal. The aim with the ambush in part was to bring Zelenskyy back on side with Washington.
Ukraine: It is best that we not get our hopes up for a lasting peace in Ukraine anytime in the next months. Russophobia in the West runs deep and there are factions within European establishments as well as in the US who want this war to continue under any means, who will work to undermine any peace treaty or ceasefire. The British, Poles, Baltics, French and Germans are particularly culpable in that regard. There is another reason the war will continue, too which was openly stated by Boris Johnson – that the nationalists in Kiev blocked any peace deal:

“In 2019, Zelensky was elected on a platform of peace. He was supposed to end the war in Donbass and bring Ukraine back from the brink. But the moment he tried, he was met with violent threats from the very forces that the West insists are "nonexistent." Ukrainian nationalists made it clear they would not tolerate any peace deal, effectively holding their own government hostage. And rather than supporting Zelensky in his initial attempts at diplomacy, Washington and London backed the extremists instead.”
There are no signs of an imminent peace deal for Ukraine as a result, regardless of what we might hear in the Western press. Russophobia has been around for centuries. It is not a new phenomenon. It was first put forward by the Poles in modern times, who had fought several wars with Russia over territory (and lost), and later by the British, who feared losing their imperial conquests to Russia, particularly India. The term ‘Russophobia’ was coined by the British early in the 19th century. There is an excellent article that explains the phenomenon (must read). If there is ever to be peace in Europe the European powers mentioned above must come to terms with Russia and the fear of Russia must be dissipated. That ‘coming to terms’ will not come by a strategic defeat of Russia, but rather through diplomacy, cultural and business exchange after NATO is defeated and Russian security demands are met. The disappearance of the black cloud that has hung over Europe for centuries comes down to this:
“I want to emphasize it particularly profusely here and today. For it is so bitterly necessary for us to get to know the true spirit of the peoples from whom we have been closed for so long, about whom we have been lied to for so long. And about none have we been lied to more than about the Russian.”

So, instead of working for peace, what we hear, especially regarding the minerals deal (which is effectively dead and buried), is peacekeepers will be going to Ukraine and that the weapons will continue to flow into that disaster. Starmer and Macron are adamant that their troops will be going to Ukraine, they hope as part of a ceasefire. Starmer has even used the term ‘coalition of the willing’ in his rhetoric. Macron, in his ignorance and arrogance, says France does not need Russia’s permission for French or British troops in Ukraine. At present this is all sound and fury, along with a very unhealthy dose of ignorance and arrogance, with Starmer and Macron trying to remain in power. To the Russians, those troops would be NATO troops, who would meet the same fate as the Ukrainian troops. Putting French and British troops in Ukraine would be a provocation, but it would probably not happen anyway. The Americans have already walked back on sending troops to Ukraine. 
A prerequisite to any ceasefire is that Russia would have to have ironclad guarantees of Ukrainian neutrality (no NATO), that Ukraine is not re-armed and that elections must be held. Trump insists that a deal will be signed – he hopes soon – before the flow of weapons stops. Someone needs to tell him the truth. The minerals are on Russian soil to the tune of 70% and very soon even more will be under Russian control. The Russian forces in the Donbas are simply waiting for the command to move forward, in which case they would be crossing the Dnieper in 3 – 6 months, by their reckoning. The talks between the US and Russia we are seeing are simply preliminary to re-establishing relations between the US and Russia, nothing more. The Europeans under the ‘leadership’ of Brussels are doubling down on support for Ukraine. There is a reason for it.
Behind closed doors, not revealed to the public, Ukraine has already been divvied up by the Europeans. The British want to control the ports. The only active port under Ukrainian control now is Odessa. The Germans want to control the mines. The French are talking about controlling the cities (administrative centers). Perhaps this gives us clues as to what has really been behind the dogged support of Ukraine for the last three years on the part of the Europeans. This is perhaps a significant reason why Merz (‘Mr. BlackRock’) was elected in the Germany a couple of weeks ago. The US sees Ukraine as an American outpost, period, which would have control over the entire works. But to put these plans in place the parties just mentioned would first have to defeat the Russians strategically – unlikely – after which they would have to face off against the Ukrainian oligarchs, all of whom have their own private armies. The Russians have stated that 2025 will be a military year, meaning the war will be decided on the battlefield. At the moment this pretty well tells us where things are headed: The war will drag on. And with this mineral deal and judging by his most recent statements, Trump has just owned the war. It is no longer ‘Biden’s war’ or the ‘Democrats’ war’. In this we see what we have examined before, in that presidents change but policy remains the same. There is agreement between the West and Russia only on a few points
Firstly, both the West and Russia agree there must be elections in Ukraine before the war can end. To both sides, Zelenskyy is completely irrelevant. Whether he lives or not is of no consequence to them. The Russians, for their part, will pursue him as a war criminal. Zelenskyy’s life hangs in the balance. His best bet at the moment is to buy time with the American minerals deal, bearing in mind he has already signed such a deal with the British. The British would like to see Zaluzhny as president of Ukraine. Zaluzhny is a Banderite, which would suit the British just fine, as he would serve to continue the war. He is currently ambassador for Ukraine in London (even though he does not speak English), where he is likely being groomed for the job. He would serve as a sort of interlocutor between the West and Russia. He respects Gerasimov (head of the Russian General Staff) and likewise. Military terms could thereby be quickly decided. But as a sign of things to come over these next months the EU is doubling down and talking about a massive rearmament, while the Ukraine and US have put forward their plan for a ceasefire.
Ceasefire or ploy?: From one of the bullet points above, was the ceasefire offer really an honest offer or was it a ploy to buy Ukraine time to be rearmed? Opinions on the matter are mixed. If we are going to be honest,  
“It appears to have been made for no better reason than scoring much-needed political points for Trump, who now wallows in a post-euphoric doldrums phase of his floundering second term, when virtually every one of his campaign promises has faltered or flopped. No Epstein, JFK, or 9/11 lists, no Mexican wall, no Fort Knox audit or UFO disclosure, no mass deportations, with ICE raids rumored to have halted, no promised US troop withdrawals from Syria, Europe, or elsewhere. Every other boastful attempt to capture Greenland, Canada, Panama, and everything in between has likewise fallen flat on its face, with countries no longer fearing nor taking the US seriously.”

However, it has been surmised there was another reason, put forward by a NATO military commander – to save the Kursk salient and to continue the war, which is what the Russians saw. Still, it is early days in the administration yet, only a little past the halfway mark of the honeymoon period. The Russians have responded to the proposal, having predictably said “Nyet!” Putin stated the terms of any ceasefire would come down ‘nuance’. On the 12th of this month, at the conclusion of talks between the US and Ukraine in Jeddah (Zelenskyy wasn’t there) this ceasefire plan was rolled out. Marco Rubio stated, “…that he hoped Russia would accept the proposal.” Hope springs eternal, so we hear. If we are paying attention, since Russia refused the deal, the Mighty Wurlitzer has spun the tale that the Russians are the aggressive party, that they want to continue the war, to transfer the onus onto Russia as the ‘the spurner of peace’. Marco Rubio has already hinted at the purpose of the deal: 

“Rubio says if Russia does not accept the ceasefire, "we'll unfortunately know what the impediment is to peace here." So while Russia is making gains, they will have to accept terms dictated by the US/Ukraine – while US arms resume flowing – or else they become the "impediment".
The instant the deal was announced Trump resumed all US (open) support to Ukraine – the flow of weapons, satellite intel, the works. What are the Russians supposed to take away from that? The only thing the Western powers have left at the moment to ‘counter Russia’ is propaganda. The West does not ‘have any cards to play’, as Trump would call it, when it comes to Russia. For a full analysis, see this video, which goes through some of the history of politics in Ukraine. This ceasefire ‘proposal’ comes on the heels of certain events. Before we move on, a quick word on the ‘historic’ phone call between Trump and Putin.

Putin and Trump spoke on the phone for about 2½ hours on the 18th. The reason why it was termed ‘historic’ was because it was perhaps the longest phone call between Russian and American presidents since the end of the Cold War. Nothing was decided of any note regarding ending the war. What we got instead was a minor prisoner exchange and hockey games. The 30-day moratorium on hitting energy infrastructure between the Russians and Ukrainians has no real meaning. 80% of Ukraine’s energy infrastructure has already been destroyed. The Ukrainians have to agree to that lull, too, which it is doubtful they will do. Russia requires an end of arm shipments to Ukraine and an end to forced mobilization in Ukraine before any real ceasefire would take place, which the Ukrainians also are unlikely to accept. Trump got some face-saving room that he can sell to the hawks in Washington and the American public. Trump said the talks were good and productive. But when it comes to essentials for the Russians, the phone call was more or less just talk. Ukraine will have to be weakened to the point where they have no choice but to agree. The Russians are sticking to their June 2024 conditions. Once again, it is best not to get one’s hopes up about an end to the war soon.
Kursk: In the summer of 1943 the largest military land battle in history was fought in the region of Kursk, in Russia’s southwest. It was a Soviet victory, and was considered to be a major turning point in the WWII European theater, 2nd only to the Battle of Stalingrad. Coming forward to 2025, Kursk is once again a turning point, this time in the present proxy war in Ukraine. The Ukrainian salient in Kursk was taking too long for the Russians to clear and with increasing pressure for negotiations to end the war, the salient had to be eliminated. On 8 March this year the Russians launched Operation Potok (‘flow’ or ‘stream’ Must read.) in Ukraine’s rear, catching the Ukrainian forces in Kursk completely off guard. The short story is some 800 Chechen special forces made their way 15 km through a 1.4 meter diameter (4½ ft. for Americans) underground gas pipeline and took the Ukrainians completely by surprise. Since that date the Ukrainian forces have been routed, as in less than a week. Only a tiny salient in Kursk remains. 
Operation Potok is one for the history books. They will make movies about that one. Ukrainians immediately began fleeing from Kursk. There was corresponding panic and shock in the West at the Russian success. The Ukrainian bargaining chip for negotiations on return of territories is gone. Now there are rumors of Russian forces turning the Sumy oblast in Ukraine into a buffer zone, under Russian control. If matters continue at the present rate all of what was once Novorossiya will eventually return to Russia. Further confirmation comes that Dnipropetrovsk will fall. Kharkov will likely go, too. And with the British establishing a presence in Odessa, the Russians will not allow that city ultimately to come under Western control. Then came the reactions to the fall of Kursk.
Drones and vassals: On the night of March 10th Ukraine launched the largest-ever drone attack on Moscow, with 350+ drones. A very few got through and struck a few high-rise apartment blocks in Moscow. This was in response for Kursk and as a precursor to the meeting in Jeddah. The point to it was to spoil the talks and to signal that Ukraine can still prosecute the war. That led to meetings in Brussels that yielded the plan to re-arm Europe to the tune of 800 billion euros. Legarde and von der Leyen have rolled out a plan to set up what they call the European Savings and Investment Union that would be used to finance that re-armament. The details of that are not clear at present but people are already alarmed and are talking about pulling their savings out of Europe – those decreasing numbers of Europeans who actually have savings. 
Then, we hear the Poles are talking about universal conscription for all able-bodied men in Poland and placing nukes in Poland. We might remember that Zelenskyy’s request for putting nukes in Ukraine was one of the main triggers for the war. British military chiefs are talking about conscription as well. So are the Belgians and Danes. And the wannabe Napoleon in Paris wants to lead the pan-European forces and put boots on the ground in Ukraine. The French people want to send him to the front instead. The British are particularly belligerent toward Russia. They have already signed a 100-year deal with Zelenskyy for the minerals, control of the ports (at least, the one that is left), as well as the nuclear facilities. The British are now the main party calling the shots in Ukraine. With all this, what are we likely to see in the immediate future in Ukraine and Europe?
The escalation – Europe: In order to maintain some semblance of unity in Europe the folks in Brussels and the UK are talking about solidarity and a united front against Russia, the latter having repeatedly stated they want to avoid war with Europe. But Europe is increasingly divided about belligerence with Russia. Confusion reigns across Europe, on the one hand as to what should be done regarding Russia, and on the other hand as to what should be done with Brussels. But since the ceasefire talks in Jeddah, Trump has increased the flow of weapons into Ukraine, is pressuring Europeans to spend big on defence, while Starmer is talking about sending troops to Ukraine (there are already troops there, and likely in Odessa already) while still parroting “Slava Ukraini!” British corporations are rumoured to be trying to buy Ukrainian ports at a big discount. There appears to be no recognition of facts on the ground in Ukraine among British leadership, or they are wilfully keeping the facts from the public. British troops (or those of any other nation for that matter) in Ukraine are legitimate targets in war and pose no deterrent to Russia at all. Just to note, with Trump sending arms to Ukraine, talk of rearming Europe, Vance’s talk of the EU having to take the load off the US, we see there has been no real disconnect between Washington and Europe under Trump. The show goes on. So, what gives with the EU?
The EU – what next?: The ‘mountain’ (the EU) was in labor at a recent meeting of heads-of-state:

"A mountain was in labour, uttering immense groans,

and on earth there was very great expectation.

But it gave birth to a mouse. This has been written for you,

who, though you threaten great things, accomplish nothing."

Anne Applebaum recently penned a piece in The Atlantic titled, “Defeating Putin Is the Only Route to Peace in Ukraine.” It is full of the same tired and misinformed talking points about Russia and Putin’s intentions, as if Putin was a sole dictator in Russia. The European elites seem to think so, too. So, the question is why these EU elites think they have to continue the war. Is it solely for money, power and/or influence? It is all of it, really, and it comes down to investment in the end, as recently summarized by Chay Bowes, Irish journalist, speaking of the EU and British elites:

“They have to continue because if they fail to continue it's like a shark: As soon as it stops swimming it dies. If this war in Ukraine comes to an end which is seen as unfavorable to NATO, it's the end of NATO and it's probably the end of the EU. And it's the end of this idea of the rule-based order. Now there's a lot of money, a lot of elites, the World Economic Forum – you know, a lot of globalist cash money and investment in Ukraine, in the European Union. And we know that these people will pull the tablecloth out from under the feast before they'll get up and walk away from the table and admit they were wrong. This is not something that they do and won't do lightly. So it's either peace brokered by the United States, which looks a little shaky now, or as Donald Trump said ‘I'll let you both fight it out’. And if that's the case we all know that Russia's military production is four times that of NATO, particularly in shell production. We all know that they [the EU] just don't have the depth of manufacturing…”

It would take years to rebuild that sort of manufacturing base. What Trump and Co. would rather see are Europeans putting in large orders for US weaponry. The elites in Europe are already talking about cutting social programs to pay for all that ‘defence spending’, which in reality is about saving their own political skins as well as a huge wealth transfer to the top. It is a prime example to the European public: The political class in Europe does not care about their own people. And it is the same in the United States.

We hear frequently in alternative media that the WEF has installed the elites in the EU and Western Europe (to be more precise) as part of a Great Reset agenda. We have looked at this before. However, it has been revealed in an interview with Col. Larry Wilkerson as to where these elites actually originated, and it ties in with the CIA, Klaus Schwab and Schwab’s education. The plan to have these elites installed in Europe was actually part of an American sort of regime change strategy (the entire video is linked at the end), in order to have compliant EU elites in power in Western Europe. The plan was about the expansion of NATO, essentially instituted by the American neocons and the CIA during the ‘W’ Bush administration early in this century using NGOs. The politicians we see now in Europe calling for more war are those self-same people and their offshoots installed by the CIA. The WEF has been the main face and vehicle of the plan. Klaus Schwab, to remind readers, is an alumnus of the JFK School of Government at Harvard University, where he graduated with the degree of Master in Public Administration. It was there that he met Henry Kissinger, who became Schwab’s mentor. 

Perhaps the plans of the current crop of leaders in Western Europe are a little clearer now. They serve at the behest of Washington, were mentored to US standards and took their marching orders from the CIA. They all dance to the same echo chamber of their think tanks. They read from the same script. And the worst part is they seem to believe it. The purpose of the WEF was to shape geopolitics and world economies. We might guess for whom. But now since the CIA’s European theatre in such plans has seen its demise, these leaders are being thrown under the bus unless they can convince their populations to spend big on ‘defence’. There is an article with links that explains the WEF and CIA. With these points in mind, we can see why the EU is doubling down on rhetoric, seeking to sow fear of Russia throughout Europe west of Russia, and with the WEF connections, why the talk is largely about money. Just so you know, Ursula von der Leyen is on the Board of Trustees for the WEF. Macron, Zuckerberg and Peter Thiel were Young Global Leaders. Zuckerberg and Thiel are a particular worry for the people of the United States, as they are key players in narrative and information control. So, what is the basis behind the script?
Talk in the West: We have probably all seen the books in bookstores that begin with the title “An Idiot’s Guide to…..” Fill in the blank, as in ‘saving the world’, ‘a happy marriage’, ‘swear words’, ‘wine’ – probably in that order. Jokes aside, there is also an idiot’s guide to war, which the Western powers seem to be practicing, as follows:

“Beginners talk weapons;

Amateurs talk tactics;

Professionals talk logistics;

Idiots talk money.”

Europeans are now talking money, as is the US, about ponying up billions of euros to ‘support Ukraine’ and ‘deter Russia’ with sharp increases in defence spending – wholly unneeded – and pouring even more billions of dollars, pounds, euros into Ukraine (meaning also US defence industries), while the US does so for Israel, too. Problem is, the EU and UK do not have the manufacturing base, or the infrastructure to be able to fend off Russia if Russia even wanted to attack European nations. (The Russians couldn’t care less about conquering Europe.) The best defence against Russia is not to poke the Bear. But all this talk of building up a European Defence Force really has nothing to do with Russia. In reality it is all about money and saving the rentier economy into which the West has fallen. Saving that rentier economy is also the basis of policy in the Trump administration, truth be known. Here is some plain talk about why this talk of the re-militarization of Europe is wishful thinking, parsed from the previous link:

“What’s going on in Ukraine is an industrial war which is consuming enormous amounts of ammunition and weapons with tremendous destruction and hundreds of thousands of casualties. NATO [and we can add Israel, too] is used to flying over a target with no air defence and dropping bombs, or small infantry groups who call in air or artillery when somebody shoots at them. And, in the end, NATO loses the war anyway and goes home…NATO’s money talk and boasting (remember “taking chips from refrigerators” and “Russia’s industry is in tatters”; Russia is running out of weapons?) has been replaced by some recognition of reality. In January the current NATO GenSek told us “When you look what Russia is producing now in three months, it’s what all of NATO is producing from Los Angeles up to Ankara in a full year“. Russia is four-to-one against the whole enemy coalition…There is nothing that money can do to remedy the four-to-one ratio except with a lot of investment in production over a long time. Thanks to offshoring manufacturing, the Western industrial base mostly has to be built from the ground up. Is that even possible?”

It is a valid question, as in before the war is over, as in probably late this year or even next? The answer is the Europeans don’t have a hope in doing so, much less a clue. I have worked in industry. It takes at least months to retool a factory providing the machinery is in place, then more months to train people – those who actually want to work – and at the scale the EU is fantasizing about, we are looking at years. If the machinery needed has to be built, you are looking at a year at least. And even if the EU is looking at buying expensive US weaponry, the US is tapped out, too. Then there is the little conflict in West Asia that has taken priority over Ukraine. Perhaps a picture begins to emerge. What we are hearing out of London and the EU is a lot of talk and scaremongering. Then we need to consider Poland, the Baltics and Finland, who are next in line to be thrown into the fray. It would make more sense to get off the fiat currency wheel, which has seen all fiat currencies decrease over time. But from here we need to move on to West Asia, starting with a little funeral.
The funeral: A funeral was held in Beirut for the two beloved leaders of Hezbollah (Nasrallah and Safieddine) who were assassinated by the Israelis. How do we know they were beloved? – Over a million people attended the funeral, people from across the region and even the wider world. Reporting in the Western press mentioned ‘thousands’ attended the funeral, or ‘tens-of thousands’, or ‘hundreds of thousands’. Estimates from officials on the ground put the figure at over one million. The Atlantic Council reckons the funeral was ‘badly needed’ by Hezbollah to boost morale. In fact, the funeral was held by Hezbollah so that Nasrallah’s supporters could pay their respects. The funeral was held Beirut’s Camille Chamoun Sports City Stadium, which has a capacity of about 50,000 people. It was filled to overflowing, with huge crowds out in the streets. High officials in the Trump administration pushed the Israelis to bomb the proceedings. That would have been a huge mistake, as the entire region would have erupted. There was a high level Iranian delegation there, along with delegations from Yemen, Iraq, Tunisia, Mauritania and Turkey. Instead, the Israelis opted for a couple of low fly-overs of the stadium, upon which the attendees erupted in defiance of the occupation forces (the IOF). Foreign embassies tried to disrupt the proceedings and Iranian planes were forbidden from landing at Beirut. Why is any of this important? – Because it shows the solidarity with large sectors of the region with The Resistance on the whole.
The escalation – West Asia: For background, since the ceasefires in Lebanon and Gaza went into effect the IOF has consistently and repeatedly violated them. Trump says he wants peace in the region, consisting in the major part by normalization between Israel and the major Arab states – the Saudis and the UAE in particular. But the genocide thus far has soured the prospects for such normalization. The Arab states are now placing the two-state solution at the fore before normalization can take place. In order to avoid that, the Israelis violate the terms of the ceasefires so as to keep the war ongoing, which they hope would lead to emptying out Gaza and the West Bank. The latter is seeing the type of genocide we have seen in Gaza, but which is largely unreported in the Western press. Trump has abandoned plans for his ‘Riviera on the Gaza Strip’, and is now pressing East African states to take in Palestinian refugees. Thus far those states have refused the ‘offer’. Since the Israelis refused to honor even the Phase One agreement the Houthis began their blockade of the Red Sea one again. Then, Trump showed his hand.

As the situation stands, instead of Israel refusing to implement the final stages of the first phase of the Gaza ceasefire they have instead resumed the war and have started bombing the Strip again, massacring many hundreds of Palestinians in raids overnight. And Trump has begun heavy bombing raids on Yemen – a profoundly ignorant and arrogant move by the administration. As a result, Ansarallah in Yemen is targeting American warships in the Red Sea and forced them once again to retreat to the northern end of the Red Sea. A brief yet full analysis goes like this:

“Thoughts:

· Bombing Yemen is stupid. The Saudis tried for years to get their way by doing that and were defeated.

· Yemen can and does shoot back.

· It is only a question of time until it hits a U.S. war ship and causes casualties.

· Then Trump will be hard pressed to escalate the war towards Iran.

· Iran cannot be defeated.

That's it.”
As one comment has it, “Trump has decided to go pound sand”. Scott Ritter had quite a lot to say on the matter, which is worth the time to watch in full. What the actions by Trump have shown is there is no political will in Washington when it comes to Israel. This was predictable, and also unfortunate. The better approach would have been to send Witcoff to Tel Aviv to pull Netanyahu into line, forcing him to conform to the ceasefire and allow in humanitarian aid, as Ritter surmised. 
With Trump ‘raining Hell’ on Yemen in response to the Houthi blockade, the war has sharply escalated. The Saudis tried bombing Yemen day and night for seven years and only toughened Ansarallah (the so called ‘Iran-backed Houthis’), who have placed all their military assets deep underground. Now Trump has threatened Iran pointedly on his Truth Social network that if they don’t stop the Houthis then Iran will face ‘consequences’. Iran has no say over what the Houthis do, nor do they supply the Houthis with weapons. The Houthis have their own native weapons manufactories. So much for the ‘peacetime President’. What we are seeing is continuity in US policy across administrations. The only difference between Biden and Trump – Democrat and Republican – policy in the region is that Trump just says the truth of the matter out loud and is more aggressive about it. ‘Peace through strength’ in reality is nothing more than beating one’s opponent into submission. Except, this administration may well mark the end game of US policy, as in losing the region, especially if the Israel-firsters in the US pressure Trump into attacking Iran (must see). There are reports the Iranians have placed their missile forces on full alert, as well as reports that there are plans for the IOF to make bombing raids in Iraq.
The old tale of “Br’er Rabbit and the Tar Baby” (from American folklore) comes to mind when it comes to Trump. Some readers may take offense at the reference, but the symbolism is apt. In reality, it is a story about gaining common sense. West Asia is the ‘tar baby’ placed in the road for successive US administrations. In this administration Trump has taken the first swipe at Yemen, he has bought into the Israeli escalation and is presently stuck with the war he says he didn’t want. The old fox Netanyahu set a trap for Trump, as well as did Trump’s donors and (ill)advisors. The Gaza ceasefire in reality was not so much about the hostages but instead about resting the Israeli military and rearming them, allowing at the same time for the IOF to seize ever-greater parcels of Syrian territory and set up outposts in the south of Lebanon. The proposed ceasefire in Ukraine would be along much the same lines. Trump is under tremendous pressure to ‘do something’ about Yemen, and there are many in this administration who would like to see him ‘do something’ about Iran. It would be the biggest mistake of his presidency if he does. The attacks on Yemen are unjustified and have resulted in the deaths of over 100 civilians thus far.
Along with what is going on in the Red Sea the Israelis have placed five military observation posts in Lebanese territory in southern Lebanon, as mentioned above, saying they will be staying ‘indefinitely’. The Lebanese have other ideas, and have the right to their own territorial integrity, as we so often hear the Western powers say when referring to territories where they have ‘interests’. Such is not the case with Lebanon. The aim of the West in Lebanon is to completely disarm the Lebanese and either absorb it as a part of Eretz Israel or force normalization with Israel. As a result, the HTS terrorist regime in Damascus is firing upon Lebanese territory in what are clear provocations. We are at yet another crisis point in the region. Then, there is Israel itself.

Unrest in Israel: All is not well in Israel. There are deep divisions in Israeli society, set to come to a head over the next weeks. Thus Netanyahu has accelerated the war on Gaza and on other fronts in a bid to head off civil war in Israel and his removal from office. In Israel there is a brewing ‘Israeli Spring’, i.e. civil war between the Israeli state and the kingdom of Judea. And Israel, too, has its ‘deep state’ adding to the mix. Exacerbating the internal fractures are the ethno-cultural leaning of many within Israeli society and idealistic concerns. Then, the most explosive factor in the mix is the eschatological notion that for Israel the conflict is existential. For the Zionists in Israel the present conflict certainly is existential. But for the ideologues in Israel, who want to reset the security infrastructure in Israel, they require a large war – a cataclysm – to bring about their plans. Alastair Crooke recently outlined what is taking place in Israel, ending with this:
“Trump says he wants to end the conflicts in the Middle East, and bring about a regional ‘peace’. His secular, transactional approach to politics, however, is wholly unsuited to resolving eschatological conflict. His bravura style of threatening ‘all hell will break out’ if he doesn’t get his way will not work, when one or other party actually wants Armageddon. “All hell break out”? ‘Bring it on’, might well be the response Trump gets.”
Syria: Then, there is Syria. For all the people who cheered when Assad was ousted at the end of last year, it is doubtful those people know what is going on in Syria, or what used to be Syria at present. The whole of Syrian territory is undergoing ethnic cleansing. This was very nicely summarized in a tweet from which what follows was taken (read the whole thing):
“Grab your smelling salts, America. It’s time for a bitter dose of reality: your tax dollars and geopolitical ambitions have not just flirted with danger in Syria—they’ve danced a full waltz with the devil. The United States, that "bastion of democracy" and freedom, has allegedly turned a blind eye to terrorism in its unrelenting quest to oust Bashar al-Assad. And in doing so, it’s birthed a nightmarish scenario where terrorists are dressed up as freedom fighters, then handed the keys to a fractured nation. Ahmad al-Sharaa, also known as Abu Mohammad al-Jolani—yes, that al-Jolani, former ISIS deputy leader turned Nusra Front mastermind—is now paraded as Syria’s latest messiah…This is about power, plain and simple. Washington and Tel Aviv have long dreamed of a fractured Syria, a patchwork of warring factions, all the better to ensure their vision of a "Greater Israel" faces no regional challengers. The media’s role in this debacle is just as odious. Remember when journalists hyped al-Jolani as a reformist, a potential democratic leader? Cue the laugh track. It’s not just shameless; it’s nauseating. The very same outlets that decried terrorism yesterday are now penning puff pieces about a man with blood on his hands. The narrative shift is Orwellian, a grotesque reminder of how malleable truth becomes when it serves imperial ambitions.”
This guy, Sharaa/Jolani, whatever you want to call him, is a puppet, like Zelenskyy, who will be discarded like every other useful idiot after he has done the bidding of the Zionists and Western interests. He has not ‘rebranded himself’. This is a whitewashing job by the West. This needs to be emphasized. His job is to ‘cleanse’ Syria of any hint of opposition to the designs of the West and Israel. HTS is aligned with the Zionists. In what was reminiscent of Oct 7th 2023, an attack on the HTS forces by remnants of Assad’s old army was used as an excuse and led to a widespread pogrom in Syria. Anyone who was Alawite, Shia or Christian has been summarily executed in what has been a wholesale massacre. It is estimated from sources on the ground there that upwards of 10,000 Syrians have been killed at the hands of the terrorists, happily filmed by their comrades as they went about their task. And if you look closely, many of the people committing those acts are Oriental, from East-Central Asia and Xinjiang – yes, the latter being radicalized Uighurs. Upwards of 10,000 people from the coastal region of Syria fled to the Russian air base at Latakia, where they are being sheltered and cared for. The Russians are the only nation helping those people. Over 10,000 have crossed the border into Lebanon, where they face an uncertain future. The pogrom is ongoing. There is nary a word about it in the Western press regarding the constituencies of the HTS forces or what they have done. Instead, the EU is having a delegation from HTS over for dinner and drinks, non-alcoholic, that is.
Most analysts with whom we are familiar through these letters are saying now that a regional war is coming, and soon. The Resistance is ready to take on the US and Israel again. These recent developments point in that direction when it comes to West Asia. As far as Ukraine goes, what happens in West Asia will influence the outcome in Ukraine, too, especially if Iran is attacked. Russia and Iran are closely linked, as we have examined in past letters. Netanyahu is trying his hardest to precipitate just such a war. With the Israel-firsters in the Trump administration it would appear to be very difficult for Trump to resist such an escalation. And if (or perhaps we should say when) Americans start getting killed, we can bet the media will be howling for Trump to get involved militarily. People complained about free speech being silenced during the Biden administration, but it is no different under Trump. The suppression has shifted from Ukraine to Israel. The Zionist lobbies in Washington are powerful. But at the same time, the fact the suppression is getting worse is a sign that matters in West Asia are not really going Israel’s way. The arrest of Mahmoud Khalil and his probable deportation are a case in point. He will be made an example as a warning to anyone who protests against the Zionists in Israel.
In conclusion: There is still much to say regarding the new administration in the US but for now we will let that go until next time. The situation in West Asia is developing quickly. Attention must be given there so as to minimize the damage to all parties as well as the loss of life. The Israelis must be reined in and stopped. It may take a regional war to effect that. Regardless of what we wish, the region has taken a trajectory toward that result anyway. What we have in the region is a morass of what we might call ‘unfinished business’ – old hatreds, imperial interests, 6th ray (religious) sectarianism, material opportunism and crystallized political structures, just to name a few factors. The nations of the West seek to wrest control of the region to secure their own trade routes and energy sources, while the nation states in the region are the natural custodians of those resources. Why should the Western powers have any say over how those resources are used, or to whom the benefits from them flow? The same is true when it comes to Russia, regarding its resources. As the Aquarian Age waxes, such issues will be naturally resolved through diplomacy. As the 6th ray passes out along with the rapidly diminishing Piscean Age it is also rapidly becoming clear that warfare, sectarian violence (with which West Asia is particularly afflicted) and eschatological belief systems serve only to keep humanity bound to the seemingly endless cycles of boom and bust, war and peace and so on with which civilizations have had to content throughout the Piscean Age and before. 

In historical moments such as we are living through now it is not enough to simply take things on faith. From the Aries quarter this year, starting 20 March, with the eclipse to follow on the 29th and the three most important spiritual festivals at the full moons in April, May and June, effort must be made to bring as much light as possible to bear on the world crisis in which we find ourselves today. The events we are seeing now will lead into a reset of world trade and financial relations, which in turn will either promote moves toward peace becoming the norm on this planet, or toward yet another cycle of instability. In that, it is up to each of us to decide the direction we want that to go, starting at the community level. The fight for truth and clarity will be difficult in the days ahead. But we must make the effort. Otherwise, we become subsumed into yet another chaotic cycle. As we have examined so many times now in these letters, the cycles are shifting, as are the energies pouring into our world. We must adapt and utilize them for the betterment of our lot, for our communities, for our spiritual well-being. It is a service we render to each and every being we touch. Most of all remain calm, with inner poise and clarity. The materialists in the declining powers will not win this round, yet they will fight with all they have to keep their past gains and to sow as much chaos as possible in the process. The rest of this century and beyond is taking shape in the East, which is the emerging center of power and wealth. The sooner we come to terms with that, the better off the world will be. Be of good faith, in ourselves, with our loved ones and in humanity.
Pisces blessings,

Malvin

18 March 2025

malvin@malvinartley.com
These letters are sent as a service. Feel free to pass them along, but do so without charge or alteration. If you wish to be added to or deleted from the mailing list let me know.

Suggested viewing: The following videos are all summaries of information that can be cobbled together across numerous sources, from old, experienced interviewees.
Judging Freedom: Phil Giraldi: The FBI and the Freedom of Speech 
Judging Freedom: Pepe Escobar: The Resistance Gathers
Judging Freedom: The Lavrov interview in Moscow (See also HERE)
Donbas documentary: Pepe Escobar’s recent travel to the Donbas (English subtitles)
Dialogue Works: Pepe Escobar, focus on Ukraine, Trump, EU, UK (interesting info on UK)

Dialogue Works: Wilkerson and Chaz. Freeman on Trump’s plan to end the Ukraine war and the future of NATO (interesting info on Washington and the EU leadership therein)
Middle Nation: America: The Fatted Calf for Slaughter (interesting, too, re: Trump’s sale of US citizenship)
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