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“We had values once. They meant something once. But then we shit on them. And nobody believes any more.” 





Patrick Armstrong
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Happy Halloween Everyone!

Well, we hope it is a happy Halloween. We have a peace bell here in Rovereto. Every city should have one. But this is not some ordinary bell hanging in a church bell tower. I may have described in in a past letter. But for newer subscribers, this campalone (big bell) weighs almost 23 tonnes. It hangs and is swung prominently on a mountain plateau just outside the Rovereto metro area, visible from the surrounds. It gets cranked into life at 9:30 every evening, so long as the temperature stays above freezing. Its pealing can be heard for miles, echoing throughout the valleys below. It is a haunting sound. We recently went for a walk in the vicinity with the dogs near another Rovereto landmark, the Sacrario Militare Castel Dante di Rovereto – the Military Shrine to the fallen at Castle Dante in Rovereto. Therein are the remains of over 20,000 soldiers from across the region from the Great War. The shrine was constructed by the Italian fascists and completed in 1936, just in time for another war. The place owes its name to a legend, according to which the poet Dante Alighieri was, around 1310, a guest of the Castelbarco family at the Lizzana castle, which was destroyed by the Venetians in 1439, shortly after Rovereto was founded. Bear with me here, because there is a point to mentioning all this, later on in this letter, besides being historic (I’ll also show you around if you ever visit). 
About five kilometres from the military shrine is the Strada degli Artiglieri (the road commemorating the fallen of the artillery regiments who were stationed along that ridge, also from the Great War and wars before.) At the end of that road one can walk a short distance and see fossilized dinosaur footprints embedded in the rock on the side of the mountain. The footprints are from the Jurassic period. At the bottom of that mountain lie the Infernal Ruins described in Dante’s Divine Comedy. There is a plaque commemorating it. The associated verse is as follows:
“What is that ruin that on the side on this

side [of[Trento the Adice [the Adige River] struck,

either by earthquake or by lack of support,

that from the top of the mountain, from which it moved,

the rock is so steep on the plain that

it would give no way to anyone who was up there...”

What we are talking about in the preceding is history (modern and ancient), context, memories, emotions and reverence for warriors who sacrificed their lives for their homeland. You see, the region where I live was an Italian region for most of its history. But it was temporarily occupied and absorbed by Austria after the Napoleonic wars, thereafter to be liberated by the Kingdom of Italy during the Great War. We see precedents in other parts of the world at present – the Donbass and Novorussia, Palestine, Artsakh, Catalonia – there are many such regions, having changed hands many times. Yet, culture remains. While the wealthy and the powerful over the ages have bickered and vied among themselves for influence and for power, the peoples of any region are subjected to their machinations, and often to the very fires of hell. We have often heard the term war is hell. War is also a racket for the rich and the powerful.

During our walk with the dogs the other day, a path along which we have walked many times, I began to take more of a notice of what was there. Adjacent to the shrine for the fallen, there is a peace path which one can walk, which makes a circle around the peace bell. I had yet to explore that path, or to enter the shrine and explore the area more fully, but it is now on my list of things to do in the immediate future. The pile of stones, fallen from the slope above, which marks Dante’s ruin has exposed the footprints of an eon long past. The great herbivores that roamed this region 200 million years ago were often devoured by the more powerful carnivores, both of whose footprints remain – a reminder of the struggles lost in the mists of time.

We as humanity struggle still, most especially within ourselves as we seek to escape this prison of earthly existence which we so often like to equate to a pleasure grove. In an ironic turn, we struggle to find peace within ourselves. And within our own struggles we externalize and project those struggles onto others. As individuals we struggle within and fight amongst ourselves. And as nations we do the same. We have seen those struggles put before us 24/7 since the internet became ubiquitous in the 1990s. There is an astrological sign most intimately connected with the fires of internal struggle, and that brings us to our present consideration of that sign – Scorpio, the scorpion.
Scorpio: There is a particular aspect of this sign that we want to examine in this letter, aside from the usual associations with sexuality, the darker sides of human nature, and so on. In this letter we won’t be looking at the more orthodox side of Scorpio. Instead we want to examine the idea of the burning ground and what it actually represents. In the Western esoteric literature we read about the burning ground, encompassing a lower and higher aspect. We also read about the Victorious Ones. Orthodox Scorpio is ruled by Mars and Pluto, two planets intimately connected subjectively, both of them associated with warfare, destruction and death. The esoteric motto of the sign reflects this: “Warrior I am, and from the battle I emerge triumphant.” What does that actually mean, though, and what is the mechanism? We start with the following quote regarding the orthodox rulers of Scorpio – Mars and Pluto:
“Two of the other non-sacred planets—Mars and Pluto—function in connection with the sacral centre (Mars) and the solar plexus (Pluto). This latter planet becomes active in the life of the person who is "becoming alive in the higher sense, their lower nature passes into the smoke and darkness of Pluto, who governs the lesser burning ground, in order that the person may live in truth in the higher land of light."

Regarding Mars in particular and as it applies to the average world citizen, we have:

“Aries, which at different points along the Path of Life forces the soul on to the burning ground and subjects it to a purifying process during incarnation. Through the lesser fire of mind, the "jungles of experience are set on fire and dissolve in flames and then the Path stands clear and unobstructed vision is achieved." — Old Commentary”

The bolded bit applies particularly to what will be discussed after looking at the full moon. Then, we have the following:
[There are] certain related signs wherein the soul, in objective manifestation, passes through peculiar and definite crises:
1. The crises of the battle field, leading to the culminating battle in Scorpio and the liberation into life in Capricorn, the place of the higher initiations, after the reversal of the wheel.

2. The crisis of the birth place in Virgo, brought about through the activity of Mercury, leading through Leo to the birth of the Christ in Capricorn. The self-conscious individual in Leo becomes the Christ-conscious Initiate in Capricorn.
3. The crisis of the burning ground, which is brought about through the activity of Uranus. This is entered through the free choice of the initiate who makes his choice in Libra, the point of balance where—usually—the moment for the reversal of the wheel takes place. There one has to decide whether to proceed as usual and according to custom or, reversing the wheel, to pass through the burning ground to liberation. Libra is the polar opposite to Aries and therefore closely related.

The 3rd point preceding leads to:
“Uranus embodies the energy of the seventh ray and its work is analogous to that of Mercury, for the seventh ray is the ray which relates spirit and matter and brings together electric fire and fire by friction, thus producing manifestation. Uranus leads the soul to the burning ground during the final stages of the Path, when the fire of Aries and the fires engendered through the potency of Uranus produce the flaming heat of the final burning ground. Through this burning ground, the initiate has finally to pass.”
There are two aspects of this we are examining in this letter – the ‘burning ground’ of worldly experience that leads us ‘out of the jungles of experience’ (but certainly not to the ‘garden of Europe’ as was recently expressed), and in the later stages of spiritual development to the conscious utilization of the internal fires of the human subtle energy system – the fire of kundalini/candali/tummo (they are equivalent). The bulk of this letter is dedicated to the former aspect, while at present we will examine the latter aspect, embodied by Uranus.
Lighting the fire: In the last quote above, Mercury is highlighted. It just so happens that Mercury is the hierarchical ruler of Scorpio,
 meaning it comes into effect on the path of initiation, from the 3rd initiation (transfiguration), or 3rd Buddhist path. Mars and Mercury are related when it comes to considering the internal fires for humans. Mars rules the basic fire, the one that keeps the body warm and regulates metabolism, called ‘kundalini latent’. Mercury is closely related to the base chakra and expresses as kundalini in ‘intelligent activity’, which is in effect saying involved in the meditative processes of the ‘final burning ground’, which results in total victory over the pull of the earthly realms. Thus the Scorpio trials of victory over maya (physical), glamour (astral) and illusion (mental), the obstructions to liberation and omniscience are achieved. Hence the higher initiates in Buddhist practice are called ‘The Victorious Ones’:
“Mercury and the centre at the base of the spine in the human being are closely allied. Mercury demonstrates kundalini in intelligent activity, while Mars demonstrates kundalini latent. The truth lies hid in their two astrological symbols. In transmutation and planetary geometrising, the secret may be revealed.”

The Uranian stage of Libra sets the stage for engaging the practices of the conscious utilization of the internal fires in the process of achieving full enlightenment. The stage of contemplation was discussed in the Libra letter (Topic: “Contemplation”). The stage of contemplation must be stable and focused to enter into the utilization of the fires. In addition the breath is utilized in concert with certain meditative work to effect the raising of the fire at the base of the spine, thereafter to be directed through the subtle channels (nadis) in the body to burn away the karmic obstructions to enlightenment. It is a process that can be fraught with danger and should never be attempted alone. A person who attempts these practices alone is literally like a child playing with matches. In Vajrayana practices such meditative work is routine, under the guidance of one’s guru/initiate, where the instructions are given orally. Vajrayogini is one such practice, which was suggested to a colleague and myself to be one of the best such practices for Westerners, partly because it is a shorter practice than many of the other higher tantras.
The occult path to peace: When we look at our now-familiar shamatha diagram the 7th station (Libra phase) on the path to peace shows the elephant leading the monk and the monkey, meaning the mind still directs the meditative process. The situation changes in the 8th station (Scorpio phase), where the monk is leading the elephant (mind) and the monkey (lower mind) is no longer there. The monk is then in full control of the process. Having won over all the lower obstructions the path to the doorway of initiation (the ninth stage, with the monk sitting at the base of the mountain) the path ahead is clear and the soul/higher Self/buddha nature has control. This is perhaps the most important stage on the entire diagram, because it represents the more or less complete victory on the path to full enlightenment and liberation. There are no further obstructions to progress in terms of meditative process. What we have represented in the shamatha diagram is the pathway to peace – inner peace, the bliss of enlightenment, ultimate happiness. In this 2023 Scorpio interval we are also on a path to peace in international affairs. And though the days may seem dark at the moment, at the same time the world is being awakened to the realities of the international order via the fires of combat. But it is for us to keep in mind that as we walk the path of inner peace we bring a contagion for the same within or immediate environment. With these points in mind we move on to our current events and a brief look at the full moon.
The full moon for Scorpio this year is also a partial lunar eclipse. I have not had time to do a post on the details of this eclipse, however that will be forthcoming. The maximum eclipse occurs at 20:14 UT over Yemen, interestingly, given events in West Asia and with Yemeni forces lobbing missiles toward Israel. The eclipse will be visible across Europe, Africa and virtually all of Asia. It will appear as a slight darkening of one side of the moon. The only thing I will add at the moment about the eclipse are a few of the culmination lines, which are quite interesting, given the conflict in West Asia. The Moon culmination line runs through Iran and Saudi Arabia, the Moon representing the public mood and the people in general – not at all favorable to Israel or the West right now. The Chiron culmination line runs directly through Israle/Palestine, showing the pain being experienced there as well as the primary wound that is causing that agony. The Saturn culmination line runs through the UK, the nation who started this mess with its ad hoc division of the Levant with the Balfour Declaration, a spoil of war with the defeat of the Ottoman Empire. We will be examining all this presently. You can see those culmination lines here, but for now we will leave it at the ones just mentioned.
As to the full moon, the lunation is exact at 20:24 UT (7:24 am AEDT on the 29th). The full moon axis is at the 6th degree of the Scorpio/Taurus axis, the 6th degree marking the Sabian symbol. The exact degree is just a few minutes past 5° Scorpio/Taurus. This is a powerful figure, with the Sun conjunct Mercury and Mars, opposed by the Moon conjunct Jupiter. The possibility for excessive use of force and for taking risks is thereby indicated. Mars opposite Jupiter is an aspect that shows up with the tendency to take risks and to gamble with fate. This is especially shown in current events with the wars in Ukraine and the Levant. The latter war will take up the bulk of the rest of this letter.
Current events: Here is the roll call of events since the last full moon, not all-inclusive:
· Robert Fico, who is against funding the war in Ukraine, won in the Slovakian parliamentary elections. It is another step toward depleted Ukrainium in European politics. We are also witnessing diluted tropium on the media market (a.k.a. ‘Russia’s unprovoked and brutal invasion’) and increasing levels of copium.
· Artsakh is no more. There was Turkish involvement, primarily against their arch-enemy Armenia.
· Speaker of the House in the US (the 3rd in line for the presidency should the President die or be ousted) Kevin McCarthy was himself ousted by a vote of the Freedom Caucus. The White House was said to be in chaos, because without the Speaker the business of the budget cannot go forward. The government faced another shutdown, which happens every year now. The kerfuffle started when the Freedom Caucus sent a letter to McCarthy demanding answers as to his plan (which sided with the Biden administration) for passing appropriations bills, one of which had aid for Ukraine lumped into it. This is becoming a big issue in Washington, especially among Republicans, who want to see such aid stopped. And as a swipe at Democrats, the interim House Speaker demanded Nancy Pelosi vacate her office on Capitol Hill, along with that of her deputy. It’s just another day in American politics. But it will have an effect on Ukraine, discussed in a bit.

· Russia successfully tested its Burevestnik cruise missile, which has an unlimited range. It is a global intercontinental cruise missile. It is also fully nuclear, as in both propulsion and warhead. This is not an attack weapon, but instead is a vengeance weapon in case the unthinkable happens. Its production would thus be very limited, and hopefully would never be used. It is thus a means of deterrent. The propulsion system, though, may be of great interest going into the future, as in aviation. The plans for it were laid in 2001 (in Russian).
· The European Council meeting was held in Grenada, Spain. There was significant pushback (video) against sending more funding and weapons to Ukraine, as well as against Ukrainian accession to the EU in the future. By extension, the latter would also mean eventual accession to NATO.
· The Northern Sea Route, which bypasses the Suez Canal and is essentially controlled by Russia, came into operation for the first time, with a container ship from Shanghai landing in Kaliningrad.
· Operation Al-Aqsa Flood was launched by Hamas in response to the storming of the Al-Aqsa mosque
· A series of earthquakes in the Herat area of Afghanistan kills over 1,000 people.

· Aboriginals lost their Voice in Australia during the recent solar annular eclipse in what many consider to be a badly run campaign.

· The centre right won the general elections in New Zealand in a sharp rebuke of Labour. Jacinda Adhern’s Labour lost big time. COVID lockdowns no doubt played a role. It was the worst result for Labour in modern memory. 
· Speaking of banana republics, Ecuadorians just elected the heir to a fortune in the banana trade, educated in the US, and Ecuador’s youngest-ever president. Ecuador is wracked by violence due to the trade in cocaine. Noboa is not expected to be able to do much to end neither the corruption in Ecuador, nor the violence.

· The Israelis bombed the Al-Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza, killing over 500 people sheltering in place there, incensing the Islamic world. Forensic evidence confirms the IDF did the deed. The West and Israelis are trying their hardest to whitewash the event, when evidence of the strike is clear it was an Israeli strike. That was a galvanizing event in the war. A few days later they bombed the Greek Orthodox Church in Gaza, the 3rd-oldest church in the world and the oldest church in Gaza. The Israeli bombing is indiscriminate and aimed at flattening Gaza, which in itself is a war crime. Neither of those sites were military targets.
· French troops are withdrawing from Niger
· The right wing won in the Swiss federal elections. A clampdown on immigration there looks certain.

· Hurricane Otis hit Mexico, the strongest hurricane ever recorded to do so

The big issues: Now we come to the crux of the remainder of this letter, which is the violence that erupted in Israel on October 7th, Hamas’ Operation Al-Aqsa Flood. It was also Vladimir Putin’s birthday, in case you wanted to know. No, the two events are not connected, though I have seen a few comments to that effect. We will be looking at facts here, as nearly was we can ascertain them, facts that run counter to what we hear in the US especially, and across the West in general. Before we start, though, there is a point I want to address. I have been questioned a few times in the past few years as to why I tend to report on the more positive aspects of nations seen as enemies by the US – we need not name them, do we? – all the while pointing out the more negative aspects of our Western leadership. The reason why is simple: How often do we hear something positive from our politicians and media regarding nations like Russia, China, Iran, et al? There are actually very positive developments going on in those nations. But to the question of hearing good news about them, the answer is, virtually never. Yet these are great nations, in a few cases far older than ours, and with the wisdom of long experience thereby. We are kept in the dark about that.
At the same time, why are we constantly told, with great fanfare and emphasis, and with the notion reinforced, about our greatness, our exceptionalism, our high-minded values of freedom, democracy, human rights and so forth? The answer to that is quite often, and especially when one of said nations stands up to the West or produces a result in some field that rivals or even surpasses our own. I am not against the West or pro-Russian or pro-Chinese, and on and on. I was born and raised in the West, have lived in the West all my life and I like it here. Despite our numerous challenges, we in the West, meaning the average citizen of the West, have sound values and come to good decisions – when we are given all the facts – when the truth behind situations arise, as well as the context and the nuance. We are not given all the facts these days, about much of anything. In fact, the facts are cherry-picked for us to reinforce certain ends, as well as many ‘facts’ being manufactured, all to maintain the status quo in the leadership of our Western nations. We have very little in the way of nuance and context in the present situation and, truth be known, have not had since the end of the Cold War and before. With these points being made, we move on to the main topic that has flooded our news feeds for the past few weeks and take a look at the context, nuance and trajectory of events going forward, all the while we are being flooded with propaganda and misinformation. Yes, we are and that will be addressed shortly.
Operation Al-Aqsa Flood: I will try to make this short, but you know hoe that goes. My commentary on the causes and belligerents in the war in Palestine will be short because I have already posted a two-part blog on the causes, motives, players and likely outcomes of the present war there. You can see those blogs starting at this link. What needs to be clear at the outset is that this present conflict is only a continuation of one that is been going on in Palestine for over a century. This present phase may in fact signal the coming end of said conflict. It should also be clear that this war is existential, to be explained in a bit – existential for the Palestinians, for Israel and for Western hegemony in the region. It should also be clear that this is not a religious war, or at least did not start that way. It is not a war between Israelis and Arabs, Jews and Islam, etc. Instead this war, like the war in Ukraine between Russia and NATO, is one of two parts of the same conflict. It is also a war for national liberation by the Palestinians, to be explained below, with Hamas acting as catalysing the agent. What is the occult view of what is taking place at present, then? We have the following:

“I would point out here that the [the Jews, through the planetary solar plexus center] focussed in the Jewish problem, is definitely producing cleavage as a part of the divine plan. The Jews are instruments in the working out of the Plan for the production of certain syntheses and to bring humanity to certain realisations and decisions…However, it only expresses the present situation in this interim period between the old Piscean age which is passing and the new Aquarian age which is coming in. It depicts this present world cycle…As the ploughman turns the soil of his field and harrows it, and so brings that which is underneath to eventual fruition, so a similar process is taking place in the world today…”

Emphases added. There is quite a lot we could unpack in that quote but we will only give a thumbnail sketch here. Firstly, the present cycle mentioned covers a period of roughly two centuries. This is the transition period between the Piscean and Aquarian ages, which is still ongoing. It is no doubt obvious that we have not entered the age of Aquarian values and that the old Piscean religious militancy is still with us. Secondly, related to the present conflict, there is the question of Jewish involvement across many sectors, with many misconceptions resulting. The grossest manifestation of Jewish influence has been the Zionist movement – a minority among Jews – extant since the end of the 19th century, promoted and enabled by the British first and then the Americans. That movement is in process of seeing its last days. But the most important thing to us, most of us being outside observers to the conflict, is what has been evolving since the beginning of this century. A brief outline is in order.

The 21st century awakening: Here is a rough and brief timeline: With the Shamballa impact at the beginning of this century a pronounced acceleration of events has been in evidence. The so-called free world, led by the United States, has seen its policies and strength weakened year-by-year, starting with the invasion of Afghanistan, then Iraq, then the US meddling in West Asia giving rise to the Arab Spring uprisings. The invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq by NATO forces, meaning the West, has produce desired results internationally from the esoteric perspective, starting with Putin’s 2007 Munich security policy speech, where his uttering of the multipolar world order and denunciation of unipolarity was promptly dismissed by the Western powers. The Arab Spring uprisings, especially in Syria which started in 2011, were seen outside the West as a US effort to assert what the neocons like to call ‘full spectrum dominance’. Then in 2013 Xi Jinping announced the Belt and Road Initiative, which Washington saw as a direct threat to its dominance. That was followed by the US-backed coup in Ukraine in 2014, quickly followed by the annexation, or secession of Crimea, the latter returning to its traditional place and culture in Russia. Thereafter, Putin became the new Hitler, branded as such by Washington. In 2015 the Russians entered the fray in Syria along with Iran, thereby saving its bases in the Mediterranean and saving Syria from being broken up into small pieces, undoubtedly thereafter to be ruled by fundamentalist Islamic leadership thereafter (the latter was Washington’s plan). And in the meantime, over the past 20+ years, Russia and China have been gradually building their friendship, economic trade, and strategic partnership. This became of major concern for the Western powers. Both China and Russia along with Iran became the West’s prime enemy states. Then, 2020 happened.

For West Asia this decade started with the assassination of Soleimani during the last year of the Trump administration, an act which galvanized the Muslim world. It especially activated and consolidated what has been called the Axis of Resistance, consisting primarily of Shiite Muslims. Then the pandemic came. That one event especially goes back to the quote above, in that it caused people across the world, especially in the West, to begin to question the policies and motives of the elite class across the West. It was our collective suffered that caused that awakening. Otherwise people had been swallowing the propaganda routinely trotted out across our Western media, particularly in the United States Therein we have the involutionary motto of Scorpio: “Let maya flourish and deception rule.”
 The pandemic was then followed by the Russian police action in Ukraine. ‘Police action’ is what the West would call it if it had done something similar, like in Korea. The emotional reactions to the Russian intervention were swift and divisive across the world, with most nations supporting the Russian actions. And it gradually caused people across the West to further question Western leadership’s motives and actions. The resulting actions by the Western powers have particularly been harmful to Europe, which since last year has been hit hard especially economically. In the process the wider world has seen NATO increasingly being weakened and becoming insignificant, causing smaller nations to finally rise up and throw off their reliance upon Western economic and military ties. 
What we have seen thus far since the start of the century is the swift awakening of the world outside the West of the need for mutual cooperation as well as the need, as Putin mentioned in 2007, for a multipolar order, one which restores sovereignty and mutual prosperity. In the West, due to the heavy censorship of any view that runs counter to the status quo narrative, the West has become increasingly isolated in terms of information from the wider world, but there also a rapid awakening to realities is taking place. That brings us to the present conflict, which has laid bare much of the hypocrisy of our Western leadership.

A few words about the Western leadership regarding this conflict are in order. As soon as the conflict erupted there was a parade of Western leaders making their obligatory pilgrimage to Israel, voicing their support for Israel and condemning in the strongest terms the ‘terrorism by Hamas’. ‘Terrorism’ is a loaded term, and from the perspective of much of the world is misplaced regarding Hamas. Israel, instead, is seen as the terrorist state, which we will cover shortly. The ‘usual suspects’ followed in quick succession – Biden, Sunak, Scholz, Meloni, Macron (who wants to build a coalition against Hamas) – to Tel Aviv denouncing terrorism and giving their full support to Netanyahu. In the meantime the media is becoming increasingly divided the more the conflict drags on and the greater the suffering inflicted on the Palestinians in Gaza. The hypocrisy of the values our Western leaders profess to uphold is on full display. BBC reporters are reportedly crying at work at the images of the bombings of Gaza, all the while they are forced to toe the Israeli line if they want to keep their jobs, for example. Gaza is the main focus in the media, but there is also growing violence in the West Bank, mostly unreported. The self-declared war by Netanyahu would probably quickly end if he and his regime were to be deposed and Bibi put in jail for corruption. But there is nary a mention of that in the media. That brings us to the most sensitive part of this scene, the part the media dare not ever mention. 
The Jewish influence: There is a very strong influence, especially in the US, of Jews in the media and financial sectors. This is not to say they control everything. They don’t, but their influence is surely present, and we have seen that influence in the undying support of the Israeli state by the US. We have been warned against the destructive tendency of the Orthodox side of Judaism and especially Zionism in the Western esoteric literature. I have made a compilation of the pertinent points which you can see as a webpage, so I will not go over details here. However, even though Israel is a Zionist project, it is not solely a Jewish project. It is a project that is been promoted, funded, militarily enforced, and weaponized also by non-Jewish factions within the Western elite, for control of trade and resources. This has been especially true of the United States, the United Kingdom and France. That project is now under threat of extinction, which we will get to. But the present conflict in Palestine has also served to galvanize the public, with surprising results across the West. Now the Western public sees the effects that the separative and harsh policies and actions of the Zionist state have produced. And I would dare say the majority Western public now supports the Palestinian cause. With these points in mind we can now move on to our present considerations.

State of Palestine: There is actually a State of Palestine, in case you didn’t know. The wider picture is that this conflict is really about the United States and the other Western allied powers seeking to maintain their dominance, which we call hegemony, over world affairs, particularly related to energy supplies as they have existed. He who controls energy controls the world, and the US has had very strong control over the region’s energy and pricing since the 1970s and the introduction of the petrodollar. Americans typically pay very little for gasoline and diesel, for instance, compared to other Western nations and the petrodollar is one of the main reasons why. That is about to dramatically change.  Diesel fuel, for instance, is essential for all bulk transit, while gas is essential for industry. Without those two, modern society grinds to a halt. America’s reserves are depleted, both in terms of underground resource and strategic reserves and Washington can no longer call the shots. Washington will have to actually bargain for supplies of oil and gas rather than dictating terms. The region of West Asia, along with Venezuela and Russia, is the main supplier of those commodities. We need to also dispel a couple of other misconceptions.

A few misconceptions: The first misconception is that the Israel lobby holds undue influence over the Western powers. In fact, the Israeli lobbies in our various Western governments have been allowed to flourish because they serve certain interests, including the arms industries. It is not Israel that is controlling the United States in this conflict, but instead it is the United States that is in truth behind the Israeli actions. The Israelis, like the Ukrainians, are being used to keep in place the dominance of the Western powers, particularly those of the United States, France and the UK, both within Europe and in the Middle East, now called West Asia (map, scroll to the last map). These three nations oversaw the breakup of the Ottoman Empire in West Asia, primarily, and created the national boundaries we see there today. France had the mandate for Lebanon and Syria, while the British had the mandate for Palestine and Jordan. The British also had the mandate for what was to become Iraq. Looking at the map just linked, we see the Israeli state sits at an opportune location, just beside one of the world’s most important trade routes and adjacent the largest oil-rich region of the world. Perhaps that suggests something important to our investigations here.
The next misconception that must be dispelled is the conflation between Zionism and Judaism. Judaism is a religion that exists throughout the world. It is a culture, rather than playing a primary role in the daily lives of most Jews – somewhat like the ‘Sunday Christian’, who only really cares about Jesus on Sundays, if they even go to church. Zionism instead is primarily a political tool and is an ultra-orthodox nationalist movement, which was used in in concert with the British, along with collective Western guilt over the Holocaust, to create the current state of Israel. Israel was created after WWII, backed by the United States in particular but also by the British. The British formed the boundaries of the current states of Israel and Jordan. There was domestic politics involved in the US, as the Jewish voting bloc in the US under Truman held much more sway than the few Muslims living in the US at the time.
 I have explained this in other letters.
 Zionism also has economic and religious aspects, but by far the greatest numbers of Zionists these days are non-Jewish, as evidenced in Western nations (Christian by culture) by their support for the state of Israel. This is especially true among evangelical Christians, who far outnumber the Jewish Zionists in the US. That group is heavily weighted in the Republican Party in the US, notorious for its hatred of Iran. The political side of Zionism has also been used as a cudgel by political parties in the West to brand opposition politicians like Jeremy Corbyn as an anti-Semite when said politicians rightly condemn Israel’s human rights abuses. Joe Biden has uttered the truth of the matter himself on two occasions, wherein he said you don’t have to be a Jew to be a Zionist (video). Biden went further and stated that if the state of Israel did not exist we (the US) would have to create one. These are stunning admissions, but they are also true.

Battleship Israel: Israel for the West exists primarily as a military outpost, protecting the trade route of the Suez Canal as well as being what American officials and Netanyahu like to call their land-based aircraft carrier in the oil-rich regions of states in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA region):

“Israel and the US have historically needed each other. Israel clearly has needed US military and financial aid, diplomatic protection, and security agreements. The United States has needed Israel as a military base, as a political justification for US penetration into the Middle East and its resources, and as an ally against their once shared opposition to the Soviet – Arab block. This mutuality and need has heightened the conflation of US and Israeli interests.”

Being a military outpost, Israel ranks 18th in military power, with nuclear weapons (though it is questionable as to whether they could actually field them or not), and we see the effects of it being rained upon the Palestinian people today. But it is a one-dimensional military power, in that its air force is the strongest element of Israeli power. Its land army is relatively weak, though large. But it is largely untrained for the type of conflict needed against Hamas. This brings us to one of the primary reasons why Hamas chose to strike when it did – the Abraham Accords.

The Abraham Accords: Remember the Abraham Accords, Trump’s peace plan for West Asia, the ones that were to completely undo the Oslo Accords and bring Trump his dream of a Nobel Peace Prize?  If you don’t, you aren’t missing anything because of the events following from October 7th the Accords are just a short mention in the history books. And just a quick note: The Oslo Accords never spoke of a definitive free and sovereign Palestinian state (the two-state solution) mandated by the UN, but instead established the protocol wherein the Palestinians had to negotiate with Israel on the two-state solution. That was a dead end before the ink was even dry on the signatures. The Israelis had no intention of ever implementing the two-state solution, evidenced by their continued salami-slice takeover of Palestinian land while the Western powers turned a blind eye and paid lip service to the two-state solution. There are similarities there with the Minsk Accords for Ukraine. That Palestine two-state solution is otherwise known as UN Security Council Resolution 242, signed off in 1967. 

The Oslo Accords amounted to the Democrats’ plan for Israel-Palestine, while the Abraham Accords were the Republican side, and both were an extension of the US State Department’s plans for furthering its hegemony in West Asia. The Abraham Accords were a move in realpolitik, rather than being a genuine plan to bring peace to the region. What better way to do that at present than to normalize relations between Israel and its Arab neighbors, thereby shoving the Palestinians out of sight and mind? This is what normalization between the Saudis and Israelis was supposed to accomplish, and a very big reason why the Palestinians finally struck back. The Accords were viewed as a death sentence for the Palestinian cause. Herein we have the first demonstration of why this present conflict is seen as existential for the Palestinians. Since the Accords were signed at the end of Trump’s term in office, they were seized upon by the ultra-orthodox Jewish faction in Israel as a means to finally solve the ‘Palestinian question’. Of course, Trump claimed the Abraham Accords for himself and set his Jewish son-in-law about the task of selling them abroad. But the reasoning behind the Accords began to take shape during the 2nd term of the Obama administration. The Abraham Accords give us yet another example of how, although Presidents come and go, State Department policy remains the same. Presidents just take credit for said policy.

Zionism states that the current land occupied by Israel is the homeland of the Jews. This is false. It is a throwback to ancient times, of tribal genesis, of taboos and in short is an obstruction to human progress – an evil. Jews have their homeland. That homeland happens to be wherever, in whatever nation they happen to be born, therein to live their lives, contribute to that society, to advance humanity, and to add to the culture. All enlightened Jews know this. Zionism, on the other hand, is an abomination of human values. The occult view is that Zionism is a great evil that was allowed to flourish after WWII. Zionism separates the Jews from the rest of the world, proclaims itself to be above its neighbors, declares the Jews to be ‘the chosen ones’ (as in the master race), is based on an ancient text, ignoring that humanity has evolved and times have changed. It was warned against in the Western esoteric literature, and as a retrogressive construct, as such is a blight on human progress.
In terms of the present conflict then, if you asked me do I condemn the acts of violence committed by Hamas, I would answer that question with another question: What choice did the Palestinians actually have? Were they just to throw up their arms, say the Old Testament says this must be the land of the Jews, pack up all their belongings that they could carry and leave the land that some of these families lived on for millennia? No, I didn’t think so. But they were forced to, once at the founding of Israel and thereafter by a process of death by a thousand cuts. In 1948 it was called the Nakba, and it has since been a process that has really been ongoing since the founding of Zionism. Israel was born by the sword, of terrorism and of violence and it may just meet its end that way. It is particularly suggestive that Netanyahu calls the siege and levelling of Gaza ‘Operation Iron Swords’. And it’s not really mentioned, though it is an inconvenient fact that Jews have lived in the land of Palestine for over 2000 years continuously – peacefully alongside other cultures and religions. That was the case in recent history during the Ottoman Empire, when Palestine was a part of that empire. For Palestinian Jews (Yes, there are Palestinian Jews) Palestine is their homeland. But for the Jews who had immigrated to Israel with promises of land and a good life (video, language alert, but we are all adults here), they have left their homelands, for the homeland of someone else. This sort of thing has another, name: colonialism.

The ultra-orthodox settlers who today are pushing Palestinians off their land and who have pushed over 2 million Palestinians into the Gaza prison camp – for that is what Gaza is – give Judaism a bad name. They are the true Jewish Zionists. There is a book that describes them and their beliefs, and it makes for visceral reading. If more people knew the truth about the hard-core Zionists the Israeli project would come to a quick end. These Zionists consider the Palestinians to be less than human and to be their servants. Listening to the Israeli defense minister, one hears that sort of talk, where he calls the Palestinians in Gaza “human animals”. It is reminiscent of the nationalists and neo-Nazis in Ukraine when they speak about the Russians. His comment is not simply his emotions talking. It is a firmly held belief among many Israelis. Now, this is not to say all Israelis are like that, and many in the younger generations especially, the ones born there, are beginning to see it. The settlements are illegal under international law and amount also to a prolonged military occupation. The siege of Gaza is a war crime, as well as what has become a humanitarian disaster. To date over 3,000 children have been killed by the indiscriminate Israeli bombing of Gaza. Vanessa Beeley has been documenting all this since the war started on her Telegram channel. She has been banned from Western platforms, because what she documents is ‘inconvenient’ and doesn’t support the Israeli-Washington narrative.
So, who is Hamas, this organization that has been paraded across the Western media as a terrorist organization? Hamas is listed as a terrorist organization in the UN hall of infamy, but it is rather interesting to look at who exactly sees Hamas in that light – basically, the Western powers. The Organization of American States has listed Hamas as a terrorist organization, but that includes the US and Canada. It is questionable whether all the South and Central American nations now see Hamas as a terrorist organization. As for the rest of the Global South, they are more or less fully behind the Palestinian cause, including Hamas. But there is a bit more to Hamas. Hamas is not ISIS (as we are told). They are an offshoot of the Muslim Brotherhood – mainstream Islam. Of further interest is the Israelis funded and supported Hamas via Qatar even as recently as 2019, at Netanyahu’s instruction. And it gets curiouser and curiouser, because Hamas used to fight alongside the so-called ‘moderate rebels’ who were fighting against Assad in Syria – you know, the jihadis who were funded by the United States and UK, and whom the Israelis would take to their hospitals in Israel for treatment when they were wounded. Hamas was just fine and dandy with the West when they were fighting Assad. They were ‘moderate rebels’ – ‘freedom fighters’ – until they started lobbing missiles into the Israeli territories. Who are the real terrorists in the conflict, then?
If you want to know how the wider world views the war in Israel, look no further than Dr. Mahathir Mohammad of Malaysia, one of the world’s oldest statesmen (video):

“…The crux of the matter is that all these atrocities committed by Israel on the Palestinians stems from the American support for Tel Aviv. If the American Government withdraws its support for Israel and stop all military aid to the regime, Israel would not have carried out the genocide and mass murders of Palestinians with impunity. The United States Government needs to come clean and tell the truth. Israel and its IDF are the terrorists. The United States is blatantly supporting terrorists. So what is the United States?”
Well, the Turks have just voiced what most of the world actually feels about Hamas: They are not terrorists. They are mujahedeen – the real freedom-fighters for Palestine. What to do? What to do? We don’t see Biden taking Bibi by the ear and telling him, “Cut it out with the bombing, guys! It’s really not a good look!” Instead, we get the speech…and more weapons for Israel.
Biden’s speech: Biden gave his speech to America in support of Israel and Ukraine on the evening of the 19th of October. He began with this line after the salutary opening: “We’re facing an inflection point in history — one of those moments where the decisions we make today are going to determine the future for decades to come.” It was one of the few lines uttered in that speech that was true. The rest was quite predictable – the terrorists, Putin as dictator, ensuring American security, America as the ‘indispensable nation’, the American values of freedom and democracy (which we as citizens still hold dear but no longer believe our leaders uphold), etc. The speech was full of hypocrisy, hubris and was a textbook exercise in gaslighting. Overall, though, the speech was also stump speech for the arms manufacturers, and he may as well have just come out and said as much. He did so indirectly:

“And let me be clear about something: We send Ukraine equipment sitting in our stockpiles. And when we use the money allocated by Congress, we use it to replenish our own stores — our own stockpiles with new equipment — equipment that defe- — that defends America and is made in America: Patriot missiles for air defense batteries made in Arizona; artillery shells manufactured in 12 states across the country — in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Texas; and so much more. You know, just as in World War Two, today, patriotic American workers are building the arsenal of democracy and serving the cause of freedom.”
And a lot of that ‘replenished stockpile’ will be going to Israel. The emphasized bits are the important ones. Aside from being a stump for the arms manufacturers, it was also a campaign speech – ‘made in America by Americans’, and in all 50 states, by the way. It’s all about jobs! Jobs! Jobs! – so patriotic Americans can aid in the destruction of Palestinians and Russian-speaking people. No one outside the United States believes it. Biden’s ‘inflection point’ may well mark a point of no return in American influence. We can add the Canadian and European elites to that as well in terms of influence. If Biden gets his billions in ‘aid’ approved for Ukraine and Israel – and given Congress, he more than likely will – we can look forward (!?) to a regional war in the Middle East and extended misery for Ukraine and Russia:
“There’s still a chance that saner heads will prevail and we’ll avert certain fatalistic possibilities. But one way or another, the moral turpitude being witnessed in the Western world is boiling over to a fever pitch now. The world has grown sick of the arrant hypocrisy, double standards, and outright racism of the elitists from Borrell’s “European Garden.”

We’ve now repeatedly seen them dehumanize anyone who doesn’t agree with their narrative. Russians are allowed to be dehumanized as orcs, Syrians, Palestinians, etc., can be killed at will and labeled ‘terrorists’ with nary a tear shed. In Europe, the Quran is allowed to be openly burned as “free speech”, but now anyone protesting Israel with a Palestinian flag is jailed for “violating” some kind of law…”

We used to have values once. They used to mean something once…However, heads outside the West are saner and are working to offset the explosion of the powder keg that is West Asia /Middle East. And there is also a growing mutiny in Washington against Biden’s policies, as well as one in Brussels against von der Leyen and her ill-considered remarks of total support for Israel, whilst never mentioning the Palestinian State. Poor Borrell in the meantime tells the press not to forget Ukraine. Oh, them. We also see massive rallies across the main Atlanticist states in support of Palestine and Palestinians, and protests against Western elitist policies. And lo and behold, there is a revolt in the British Labour Party against Starmer and his knee jerk support for Israel. We might suppose if he supported a ceasefire it would appear to be anti-Semitic.
Self-defense?: We hear the refrain all the time now from our leaders that “Israel has a right to defend itself.” Well that depends upon one’s point of view. According to international law, yes, Israel does have the right to self-defence. But so do the Palestinians. There is a State of Palestine, as a reminder, which the Israelis are stealing bit by bit, daily. Palestinians have rights, too. The attack on October 7th was not ‘unprovoked’. It has been provoked over and over for years, with the latest provocations by the settlers throwing Palestinians off their land at an accelerated rate since Bibi gained office again, and then the storming of al-Aqsa by Israeli settler mobs. The victim-blaming by Israelis is on full display. “Yes, but Hamas…..”

What of Israel, then?: Alastair Crooke recently gave a very revealing interview on what Israel and the Palestinians are facing at the moment. The future for the Israeli state looks very dim. The settlements in Israel and the kibbutzim exist because of an ironclad guarantee that the Israeli Defense Forces will be able to keep them safe. With the Hamas attacks on October 7 and the ongoing fighting, that security pact is been shattered. People in the settlements close to Gaza and in northern Israel will not be returning. The future of Israel depends upon the ability of the IDF to restore the status quo that existed prior to October this year. That is no longer possible. Hamas has gained enormously in sophistication and strength even since the Sheikh Jarrah incident. The more seasoned fighters for Hamas were trained in Iran, and this was a consequence of the assassination of Soleimani. Another reason why the security pact will not be restored is because both Hezbollah and Iran by themselves could destroy Israel. No American or NATO forces would be able to save them.
So, for Netanyahu and the Zionist regime, this is an existential fight. Word has it from an Israeli insider that Netanyahu is a ‘dead man walking’ in terms of his stay in office as soon as the fighting stops. Unless the IDF can destroy Hamas completely, the threat of further actions by Hamas will be ever-present, even if the IDF could manage to move the Palestinians out of Gaza. If the IDF were to prosecute its threatened full-scale invasion of Gaza, it would be total war in West Asia. This would be the only thing that would unite all of Israel behind Netanyahu, and he knows it. But the offensive keeps getting pushed back and pushed back. Given the recent attempt by US and Israeli commando forces to free some hostages in Gaza, where the special forces were ambushed and routed, the chances of success of a ground invasion by the inexperienced IDF forces looks very poor, indeed. The situation in Israel under Netanyahu is going from bad to worse. Ofer Cassif, a Jewish member of the Knesset was just suspended for voicing his opposition to Netanyahu, with a dire warning:
“Netanyahu and his thugs use the smokescreen of the war to impose a martial law on Israeli citizens, predominantly Palestinian ones: PROTESTS ARE PROHIBITED AND CAN NOW BE ANSWERED WITH LIVE AMMUNITION, workers and students are suspended and dissidents are persecuted for posts on the social network. I plea to the world - supporting the Israeli government is not supporting Israeli people - it is supporting fascism, death and dictatorship. If you wish to help Israeli people in this dire time - support the peace movement, not the warmongers who waged a war against their own people!”
For their part, Hamas has told Hezbollah and Iran to hold fast, that they want this to be a Palestinian effort, without foreign involvement. In other words, Hamas will keep lobbing its rockets into Israeli territory, inciting resistance in Palestinian territories, further destabilizing Israeli society – in short, the turmoil in Israel will continue until the Israelis either go all-out or sit down and accede to Palestinian demands. And the more the Israeli bombing raids flatten Gaza, the worst Israel looks in the eyes of the world and the worse are the prospects for the destruction of Hamas. The ground invasion would only radicalize the entire Islamic world against Israel. And what goes for Israel also goes for the collective Western world, especially those nations who stand behind the Israeli forces. Sadly, Italy is within that camp, whereas most Italians have traditionally supported the Palestinians. Of course, it is well known the Giorgia Meloni has strong connections with the Republican Party the US. I for one will be very interested to see how the next Italian election turns out. So, with the US refusing a cease-fire, with its dogged support for the Israeli state, the war looks set to drag on. Meanwhile the Islamic world is at full boil and itching to act.
The West’s loss of face: The US is facing defeat in the geopolitical war in Gaza. The reputation of the entire West is being buried in the rubble of Gaza, the piles of that rubble increasing by the day, by the hour. The Israelis have stepped up their bombing of Gaza and now they are beginning to bomb the West Bank. The State of Palestine declared their independence on 15 Nov 1988 at 00:40 CET (for the astrologers reading) in Algiers.
 The State encompasses the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Since 2012 they have been granted observer status at the UN. So, they are recognized by the UN. If you want a visual, there are 138 nations who recognize the State of Palestine, with some curious omissions. That is correct – the collective West and its minions (South Korea, Japan and Taiwan) do not recognize Palestinian independence, but the bulk of the world’s populace does. And we should qualify this: Most of the people of the West support Palestinian independence. This is why the West (meaning its leadership and elites) is losing its credibility with the wider world as we watch in horror as the Israelis try to bomb Gaza, first into submission, and then to oblivion.
Two-state solution?: Ever since the Oslo Accords were signed at Camp David in the US, the common talk, the rhetoric out of the West, has been for a two-state solution for Israel-Palestine. Now I will give my opinion here. Given the intransigence and militant beliefs of the Zionist settler class, coupled with the pain and suffering of the Palestinians since the founding of Israel and before, now coupled with the dawning realization within Israeli society that the security pact will not be restored, do we really expect to see, finally, the enactment of the two-state solution for Israel-Palestine? I would have serious doubts. If it were to happen, it would look something like the Korean solution, with a demilitarized zone between the two states, with constant tension, requiring UN peacekeeping forces. Some people might suppose that if the two-state solution were finally to manifest, that all would be peace, love and forgiveness. That’s not the reality of the world these days. Such a solution would have to be forced upon Israel or be born out of a catastrophic defeat of Israel in war, as Alastair Crooke described. The Israelis remaining in the Israeli state would be incensed that they are forced to leave the settlements, which they would be. The Palestinians will be quite happy to throw them out. What Zionist would want to live in a Palestinian-controlled state? And there would be a longing among the Palestinians to restore their old and traditional land. 
More likely what would happen is that, seeing the security pact is not restored, there will begin a major exodus from Israel of those Israeli citizens holding dual citizenship, which is about 10%. There will be major pain and conflict within Israeli society going forward, even if the fighting were to stop today. But it would also serve a purpose cited in the esoteric writings, in that it is better for the Jews to be assimilated across the world rather than sequestered in a single state. There may in fact exist eventually an Israeli state, but it would likely be a rump state, maybe along the lines suggested by Bernadotte, for example. Bernadotte was assassinated by militant Zionists for his efforts at implementing a truce between the warring Israelis and Arabs in 1948. His plan was a first attempt or plan for a two-state solution. At the time there was little enthusiasm for the plan on either side. We might expect it would be much the same today. On the other side, with the Zionists gone there would be a very significant chance for healing
The falling penny: Going forward from here and looking at the wider picture, out of the mouths of babes and some world leaders, the proverbial penny has finally started falling from the hegemon’s hand. The elitists in the West are in panic mode now, trying everything they can to stifle debate and divert attention away from the challenges facing them. The carrier strike groups sent to the region along with the massive military forces and equipment pouring in to American bases in West Asia look to the wider world very much like a preparation for war with Iran. It may be so. The danger of escalation is very real and neocon factions within the US would be quite happy for war with Iran, thinking somehow Israel would be secured on the one hand, Russia would be evicted from Syria and on the other hand Washington’s control of the region would be ensured. To their minds it would appear to be a very opportune and tidy project. The idea is utter stupidity and dangerous. It is a trait within American think tanks to overestimate their own strength and to underestimate the capabilities and strengths of opposing forces. We see how that has worked out in Ukraine. The Ukrainian fiasco for Washington has only strengthened Russia. The first thing that would happen in a war with Iran would be the immediate destruction of all the regional American military bases along with the major infrastructure of Israel. Yet we have the likes of Lindsey Graham in the US calling the Russia, China, Iran strategic partnerships an axis of evil and calling for the destruction of Iran’s oil facilities. It is the same sort of talk we heard out of Washington post-9/11.
Will there be a wide, regional total war? Is such a thing now inevitable? Can Netanyahu be removed from power before he commits the IDF to the ground invasion of Gaza, which more than likely would ensure the involvement of Hezbollah and wider escalation? We just do not know at this point. I have heard various comments from around the grapevine that we should pray for peace, pray for both sides, and so on. I can add my two cents and say we should meditate for intervention, of the divine sort. However, if regional war does break out, it will finally break the spine of Western dominance in the region and that in itself may be a good thing. So, as we stand on the precipice, gaze into the abyss, give in to all our fears and emotional reactions, something else appears. What the situation represents is as Joe Biden said – a major inflection point in history. The West cannot successfully prosecute – and win – a regional war in West Asia. We have exhausted ourselves in Ukraine and our armed forces are nowhere near prepared. What that eventually means is…..acceptance.

It is quite liberating to realize that one does not have to control everything, indeed that one cannot control everything, that competition is wearing and that the opinions of others are theirs and have no real effect on who we actually are. Biden stated in recent speech that it is American leadership that holds the world together. This is pervasive thinking in the halls of the US State Department and think tanks in Washington:
“This idea, that there is a “place” in the world, which is that of “America as the organizer”, and that without America occupying that place and doing its job, the world will fall apart, or some other power will take America’s place as the organizer, is deep-seated in US policy circle. As a metaphysical proposition it is silly and self-deluding. It is bizarre to imagine that the world needs America to “hold it together”. America itself is hardly in one piece.”

Soon enough the United States will come to the realization that it is no longer the leader of the free world, much less the world at large. And when that realization arises the world will be a much better place. Multipolar does not mean that each pole of the world is headed by some hegemon. Instead it points to world Aquarian values – wherein there is mutual cooperation or what is commonly called win-win policy.

In conclusion, I look forward to the time when the world is governed by common sense, where win-win and mutual cooperation, first among blocs and then worldwide, is the norm rather than the exception. The cornerstones for that world are being laid with each passing day. For myself, I will not see such a world in this life, and probably that is much the same for the majority of readers. But we will all see it, because as the cornerstones and foundations for that world being laid, we are an integral part of that process. Karma and destiny dictate we must come back and finish that work. And we will come back again and again until it is fulfilled. The fires of war and conflict which we see now are the burning ground for the awakening of humanity as we move into a public discourse and consciousness where emotions are not the deciding factor, but instead people decide on their destinies and the destinies of their communities through common sense and thought, based in a rational analysis of facts. 
As to the present situation in Palestine, this too shall pass. It will probably not be a long conflict because there are enough people with common sense in leadership outside the West who can exert enough influence to rein it in. There are also enough military leaders in the West who know widening the war is a fool’s errand and that the West would lose. What that means is we (meaning the world’s leaders) will have to sit down at the table and talk, not from a position of strength, but of realities on the ground. It is high time that happened. In the meantime, we hold our consciousness calmly within ourselvs as the gathering storm approaches. If the forecast for war is anything like the weather forecasts for Rovereto the wider war will blow over and the light of truth and justice will break through the clouds in West Asia. At that time we can all pray for both sides, for the fallen, for the innocents and for rebuilding. Rest assured that better times are ahead. The conflicts we see today are clearing the way toward a truer sense of values – values our leaders will have to embrace and actually practice. Let us all hold these thoughts in the days ahead.
Scorpio blessings,
Malvin
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